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For the Utica Christian Repository. 

ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

NO. IV. 

One of the topics which was pro- 
osed to be discussed in these es- 
says, was the distinction between a 
enuine and a spurious revival — 
The writer is sensible that this is a 
art of the subject which requires 
an abler pen than his own. He has 
no expectation of doing it justice. 
It isby far the most important part, 
and one on which other parts very 
much depend. Yet, as he has given 
some attention to it, he would ven- 
tire to submit to his readers such 
thoughts as have occurred to him, 
and hope that some more experien. 
ced hand will supply his deficien- 
cies, and correct his errors, if such 

there should be. 

That too much may not be ex- 
pected, I would observe, that it ap- 
pears to me not easy to distinguish, 
inevery instance, between a genu- 
ine and a spurious revival. ‘There 
are many points of resemblance. 
A genuine and a spurious revival 
have many things in common ; and 
they are such things as are most 
likely to attract the attention of su- 
perficial observers, while the marks 
of distinction are discovered only 
on closer examination, and by more 
discriminating minds. There is 
another reason why it is not easy to 
distinguish one revival from another, 
so that we may be authorised to say, 
this is genuine, and that is spurious. 
It is this ; in no instance, probably, 
is a revival so genuine, as to be free 
from spurious cases; and perhaps 
few, if any, are so spurious, that 
there are not some genuine cases 
intermixed. I will go further— 
There is, probably, no instance of a 
work of grace upon the heart of an 
individual, no instance of genuine 
Christian experience, which is not 
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accompanied by more or less of that 
which, when alone, constitutes a 
false experience. ‘The great adver- 
sary of souls has been a close ob- 
server of the work of God for al- 
most six thousand years; and it 
would be strange if he had not, in 
that time, learnt how tv imitate it so 
skilfully as to impose upon many. 
When the Son of Man sows good 
seed in his field, the enemy comes 
and sows his tares. And they both 
spring up together. In some fields 
the wheat predominates, in others 
the tares. In few, if any, is either 
to, be found entirely unmixed. In 
some of those excitements whichare 
denominated revivals, at this day, 
there is reason to fear that a very 
great part of the work is of the spu- 
rious kind. In others, there is rea- 
son to hope that much of it is genu- 
ine. But while [ think every proper 
means should be used to guard our- 
selves and others against a fatal 
mistake in a matter of such immea- 
surable importance, I should be a- 
fraid to assume the responsibility of 
deciding in the gross upon any work 
with which Ihave been acquainted. 
I could not venture to say, this is all 
rizht, and that isall wrong. By the 
Searcher of hearts they must be 
judged. “The Lord knoweth them 
that are his.” 

Having made these preliminary 
observations, I shall now proceed to 
inquire, what is a spurious revival ? 
The answer to this question is easy. 
A spurious revival, is a revival of 
false religion. When false religion 
is in more lively and vigorous exer- 
cise in the hearts of those who have 
embraced it, and when numbers be- 
come the subjects of a false expe- 
rience, and false religion is thus 
greatly increased, there is a spurious 
revival. But the great inquiry is, 
what is false religion? ‘To this, I 
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answer, without hesitation, all self- 
ish religion is false religion. No 
matter what are its forms of devo- 
tion, or its professed objects of wor- 
ship; no matter what character it 
ascribes to the Divinity, or by what 
name it calls him; no matter whe- 
ther it professes to acknowledge tlie 
authority of the scriptures, or to be 
regulated by the precepts of Maho- 
met; no matter whether it is called 
Deism, Gentilism, Judaism,or Chris- 
tianity ; if it is a selfish religion, it 
is not the religion of the Gospel.— 


The religion which Christ taught | 


his disciples, is a religion of bene- 
volence. It consists in love to God, 
and love to man. While selfish re- 
ligion sets up self as supreme, and 
teaches us to love God only as an 
Almighty servant to us, the religion 
of the gospel sets up God as su- 
= and teaches us to love him 
or his own excellence. While 
selfish religion teaches us to regard 
our neighbor’s good no further than 
it can be made subservient to our 
own, and for no other reason; the 
religion of the gospel teaches us to 
regard it for its own sake, as some- 
thing in itself truly valuable. I do 
not feel obliged to stop here, to 
prove ,that all selfish religion is 
false, because I suppose my readers 
to believe the doctrine of human 
depravity. And I suppose there is 
no man, how blind soever he may 
be to the state of his own heart, 
who does not see that selfishness in 
others is odious and abominable.— 
And I conclude no one will con- 
tend, that that which is in its very 
nature odious and wicked, can be- 
come right by assuming the garb of 
religion, and using the forms of de- 
votion. Alli selfish religion, then, 
is false religion ; and a revival and 
increase of selfish religion, is a spu- 
rious revival. 

I have said, that a genuine and a 
spurious revival have many points 
of resemblance, and that they are 
those things which are most likely 
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to attract the attention of superficia| 
observers. I will mention a few of 
them. 

In both a genuine and a spurious 
revival, those who profess religion 
are usually much engaged in the 
work. ‘They appear to be greatly 
animated and enlivened in their 
own minds. Such as had been cold 
and stupid, and almost entirely oc- 
cupied with the things of the world, 
appear to be awakened to new life 
and vigor. The concerns of the 
world are no longer allowed ta en- 
gross their chief attention. The 
consideration that there is a revival 
among them, has a powerful influ- 
ence upon their feelings. They 
engage actively and zealously in 
those measures which appear to 
them most likely to promote the 
work. The things of religion are 
the subject of conversation when 
they meet. ‘They speak often one 
to another, and encourage and ani- 
mate one another by various means. 
They appear to manifest more af- 
feetion for each other than they 
have done, and to take a deeper in- 
terest in each other’s welfare. It 
seems to give them great pleasure 
to hear of the progress of the work, 
and they appear to take great satis- 
faction in hearing and telling of such 
instances of awakening and of hope 
ashaveoccurred. In their religious 
performances, they appear very dif- 
ferent from what they did before. 
Their prayers are more fervent and 
importunate, and their addresses 
are more warm and earnest and al- 
fectionate. ‘They are much more 
disposed to speak freely to their 
impenitent friends, and to make 
efforts te call up their attention. 
And they frequently go about from 
house to house, warning and exhort: 
ing sinners to flee from the wrath to 


| come. 


Another point of resemblance be- 
tween a genuine and spurious re- 
vival, is the manner in which rell- 
gious meetings are attended. They 
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are usually increased in number. 
A general disposition exists to at- 
tend such meetings, and numbers 
ious ME flock to them who have not been ac- 
r10n customed to attend them before.— 
the # And the appearance of those who 
atly aitend at such a time, is very diffe- 
heir (rent from what it is in a time of 
cold ME declension. Both in a genuine and 
oc: IE in a spurious revival, there is great 
rid, | solemnity, and a deep and fixed at- 
life HE tention to preaching and to the 
‘the Me word of exhortation. And those 
-en- who indulge a hope that they are 
The @ Christians, usually express great 
rival Me pleasure in attending such meetings, 
flu. J and find great enjoyment in all sorts 
‘hey & ofreligious exercises. ; 
y in A genuine and a spurious revival 
r to Mm resemble each other, also, in their 
the | apparent effects upon those who are 
are | subjects of the work. The careless 
vhen | and stupid are awakened. ‘Those 
one |} who had long made a mock at se- 


ani- @ rious things,and despised the threat- 


cial nuine. Should any doubt whether 
W of these = can be found 
where there is no genuine revival 
of religion, [ would beg him to con- 
sider the following things: What is 
there, in all these appearances, be- 
ond the power of Satan to produce? 
hat is there, that he would not be 
likely to produce, if by that means 
he could Sin to deceive the sinner 
more effectually, and lead him to 
trust in a refuge of lies? What is 
there, in all I have stated, which is 
not the natural result of the selfish 
feelings of men, when wrought upon 
in a certain way? Let these things 
be attentively considered, and Iam 
persuaded that my readers will a- 
gree with me, that none of these 
things are the least evidence that 
the work which they accompany is 
not wholly spurious and false. 


A Friend to Revivals. 


o 


>> 
ANSWER TO “AN INQUIRER,” 
(Continued from page 79.) 


Ill. My inquiring brother will 
expect me to pay some attention to 


the difficulty which he has with the 


ans, / enings of divine vengeance, now 
» af- J begin to tremble. They see their 
they exposedness to the wrath of God, 
rin- [| 2nd the discovery fills them with 
It f deep distress. They inquire with 
sure great earnestness what they must 
ork, | do to be saved. They wender that 
atis- their pious friends had not been 
such J more faithful in warning them of 
hope their danger. They feel themselves 
ious Sinking into hell, and cry out, in 
‘dif- [—% anguish of soul, for some to a 
fore. | They entreat their Christian friends 
and to pray for them, and eagerly resort 
sses [tO every means which they think 
| af- likely to afford relief. And after 
nore | ‘uch a season of distress, they ob- 
their / tain relief. The tumult of the pas- 
nake # Slons subsides; a calm serenity 
tion. | Succeeds ; and they are filled with 
from |} 2 peace and jey, to which before 
ort they were utter strangers. 
th to Such are some of the appearances 
which attend a spurious, as well as 
ebe- ® 4 genuine revival. And these ap- 
; re-[ Pearances, perhaps, are usually 
reli: ‘ound to as great a degree when the 
_ Work is spurious, a8 when it is ge- 


word imputation, when used in ap- 
plication to the righteousness of 
Christ. He thinks it is improper to 
say that Christ’s righteousness is 
imputed to believers. I am as far 
as any one from believing in a pro- 
per transfer of character. I well 
know, that when Jesus was made a 
sin-offeriag for us, he knew no sin ; 
and that those for whom he died, 
were wholly polluted and guilty. 
Yet nothing is more evident than 
this, that, on account of our sins, he 
suffered ; and that, on account of 
his sufferings, we are saved. He 
died, “the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God.” 
Although I disclaim the sentiment 
which would make Christ a sinner, 
and the sinner innocent; yet I feel 
no difficulty with the expression 
which offends the ear of my brother, 
viz. the imputation of Christ’s 


righteousness. Notwithstanding 
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what is said in the piece on which || so much stress in the preceding 


Lam remarking, | am still inclined 
to think that this expression is 
scriptural. The 4th chapter of Ro- 
mans is very much taken up with 
the subject of imputation. The 
Greek word which is translated im- 
pute, 13 found in no less than ten 
different verses in this chapter. In 
the Lith verse it is said, that right- 
eousness might be imputed ta them 
also. On this the Inquirer observes, 
“ {could not see any thing in the 
text or context, which authorised us 
to say, that it was the righteousness 


( 
: 


| 
| 
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chapter, as being contrasted with 
the deeds of the law. “The apostle 
does not close the subject of impu- 
tation in the fourth chapter, without 
pointing us directly to Christ : “But 
for us also, to whom it shall be im- 
puted, if we believe on him who 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead ; who was delivered for our 
offences, and was raised again for 
our justification.” 

In opposition to the’ ‘sentiment 
which supposes that the righteous- 
ness of Christ is imputed to the be- 


of Christ, any more than the right- || lever, itis said, that the scripture 


eousness of any other being.” 
this I greatly differ from my brother. 
I think 1 can see much in the con- 


text to help me determine that 


the righteousness of Christ is in- 
tended. 


find in the third chapter, is context 


to the fourth. In the third chapter,the 
apostle tells us how insufficient the 
righteousness of the law is to justify 
any man, and then immediately pro- 
ceeds to show us a more excellent 


way ofjustification,viz. by the right- 
eousness of God, even the righteous. 


ness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ, whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in 


his blood to declare his righteous- 


nes; for the remission of sins, With 
this righteousness full in his view, 
he enters on the fourth chapter, and 
shows that it was by means of this, 
and not the righteousness of the 
law, that Abraham was justified. 
He also shows, that all Abraham’s 
believing seed, whether his literal 
descendants or converted Gentiles, 
were justified in the same way with 
When, 


: 
| 


the father of the faithful. 


therefore, the apostle, speaking of 


Abraham’s believing seed amon 


the Gentiles, said, that righteous- 
ness might be imputed to them also, 
it is perfectly natural to recur to the 
righteousness on which he had laid 


The epistle to the Romans 
is remarkable for being systematic 
and connected ; therefore, what we 


In || is explicit in declaring that it is the 


believer’s faith which is imputed to 
hin for righteousness. Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted 


(or imputed) to him for righteous- 


| 


| 
| 





ness.” The Inquirer says, “ His 
faith held the same place, in the 
matter of justification, that right- 
eousness would have held, if he had 
been justified by the law.” 

That part of the investigation to 
which we have now arrived, I con- 
sider to be very interesting. Sal- 
vation by works, and salvation by 
grace, are perfectly different sys- 
tems, and must not be blended to- 
gether. Ifit be of grace, it is no 
more works ; and if it be by works, 
it is no more grace. It is evident, 
the false teachers which corrupted 
the Galatian church were attempt- 
ing to unite the two systems in one. 
This gave occasion for such vehe- 
mency of language in Paul’s epistle 
to that church. The epistle to the 
Galatians is a standing monument, 
in the sacred writings, of the great 
importance of our holding fast the 
form of sound words on the subject 
of justification. 

We know that the believer is said 
to be justified by faith, and we ac- 
knowledge that his faith is said to 
be imputed to him for righteousness; 
but will it thence fellow, that his 
faith holds the same place in the 
matter of his justification, that righ 
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ieousness would have held, if he had 2dly. The believer is said to be 
peen justified by the law? What || justified by faith. ‘The apostle de- 
‘hen has become of that everlasting |} clares, that being. poe by faith, 
righteousness brought in by the life |} we have peace with God. Rom. 5. 1. 
and death of the Redeemer? Was || Passages to the same amount are 
not this provided at infinite expense, || very frequent. But in waat sense 
in the room of that perfect personal || are we justified by faith? In the 
righteousness which fallen man had || same sense in which a drowning 
no more power to present to God ? |] man is saved from a watery grave, 
Did the Son of God die for men, to || by laying hold of the rope which is 
make way for them to merit heaven || thrown out to him. ‘the rope could 
by some obedience short of that 
which is perfect? If so, he would, 
by his coming, have destroyed the 
law, instead of fulfilling it. How 
then, it will be asked, are we to | 

understand the scripture, when it 

tells us that a believer is justified 

by faith, and when it tells us that 


hold of it. Faith may be terme 
the means of our justification ; or 
we may be said to be justified in- 
strumentally by faith. 

Sdly. The believer is said to be 
justified by works. “ Was not A- 
braham our father justified by works, 
his faith is imputed to him for !! when he had offered Isaac his son 
righteousness upon the altar?” James 2.21. It 

[ find the scripture speaks of || is manifest from the connection in 
three ways in which the believer in |; which this passage appears, that the 
Christ is justified ; but they are not || apostle meant to speak of good 
three opposite ways, like justifica- ;; works as the fruit and evidence of 
tion by the deeds of the law, and |} a justified state. The believer may 
justification by grace. No; they all || therefore be said to be justified evi- 
harmonize, and make one consistent || dentially by good works. 
justification of the man who, by the There is no clashing between 
law, has been condemned to suffer ,; these three ways of being justified. 
eternal punishment. Ist. The be- || When the meritorious ground of 
liever is said to be justified freely || justification is inquired after, the 
through the redemption that is in || righteousness of Christ presents it- 
Jesus Christ. Rom. 3. 24. ‘This || self to our view, as “ sufficient and 
passage brings into view the foun- |) alone.”? We are justified freely 
dation of the believer’s justification, || through the redeimption that is in 
viz, the redemption that is in Jesus || Jesus Christ. Every thing else 
Christ. We have already scen, || which we bring before God as the 
that the whole which Jesus Christ ; ground of justification, instead of 
did to redeem us from the curse of |) rendering us acceptable, tends to 
the law, is called by the name of || provoke him to spurn us from his 
righteousness, the righteousness of || mercy seat. 

God, and the righteousness which is If the question be, by what means 
by Jesus Christ, who is called the || do we come into a justified state? 
Lord our righteousness. What Je- || The answer is, by faith in the Lord 
sus Christ has done and suffered for |} Jesus Christ. Nothing else is ne- 
us, lays the whole foundation for || cessary to bring any sinner into a 
such a thing as the justification of a || justified state, only that he believe, 
fallen creature. Other foundation |} or put his trust in him who is the 
can no man lay. This may be dis- |} Lord our righteousness. ‘The mo- 
Unguished from every thing else || ment that the union is formed be- 
which can be done, by being called || tween Christ and his members, (and 
the meritorious ground of justifica- || this union is formed by their put- 
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ting their trust in him,) they are no | understand it to mean the same x 
more under condemnation. But if |) is meant by being justified by faith, 
life be protracted after this union is | But I think nothing is more majj. 
formed, it will be a fruittul union. " fest, than that the phrase, “ justified 
For, “ tf any man be in Christ, he || by faith,” is not intended to inti. 
is a new creature ; old things are || mate that faith is the meritorious 
passed away ; behold, all things are || ground of the believer’s acceptance 
become new.” If, then, the ques- |{ with God. I know that there are 
tion should be asked, Who is a be- !, some who, by the righteousness of 
liever in Jesus Christ? The proper | faith, understand that faith is that 
answer would be, the man who is;| righteousness. This seems to be 
created in Christ Jesus unto good || the sentiment of the author of the 
works. And when it is understood || piece before me. To me this sen. 
that we are speaking of the evi-! timent appears dangerous, and es. 
dence of his justification, it is pro- |} pecially when I find that it leads to 
per to say that he is justified by || this conclusion, that the faith of the 
works. believer holds the same place in the 
But if we were to give works || matter of his justification, that righ- 
such a place in the sinner’s justifi- .! teousness would have held, if he had 
cation, as to make it any less ne- |] been justified by the law. 
cessary for the hand of faith to keep It is very material to a right un- 
a strong hoid of Christ, then justi- |} derstanding of this subject, that we 
cation by works would be at war || should clearly understand what the 
with justification by faith. In like !! scriptures mean by the righteous. 
manner, if we attribute to faith || ness of faith. This phrase occurs 
sucha part in the sinner’s justifica- || twice in the 4th chapter of Romans; 
tien, as to make it in the least de- |} and is used in such a manner as to 
gree occupy the place of the right || distinguish the righteousness of faith 
eousness of Christ, so as to render}, from the righteousness of the lav, 
that less needful, or any thing less '|| Now, the righteousness of the law 
than the whole meritorious ground || is personal, 1. e. wrought out by the 
of his acceptance with God, then || person who possesses it ; and since 
justification by faith is made to |} the law demands sinless perfection 
clash with a free justification thro’ | as the lowest condition of obtaining 
the redemption that is in Jesus 


Christ. | 


the favor of the lawgiver, the right- 
eousness which is of the law must 
be presented by one who can say 
with truth, “I have done no evil; 
neither have 1 transgressed. thy 
commandment at any time.” It 
will be conceded, that the righteous- 
ness of faith is put in contrast with 
the righteousness of the law. But 


If what has now been advanced 
bea will be the contrast, if the 


concerning the three ways in which 
the Christian is justified, be under- 


| 
derstand the scripture when it de- 
clares that Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him for right 
eousness. His faith laid hold of 
God’s gracious promises. By faith |] righteousness of faith be also per 
sonal, wrought out by the perso? 
who possesses it? You may 8a), 
this makes the contrast: that the 
person who brings before God the 
righteousness of the law, must have 
a perfection of obedience ; but that 
the least degree of faith will rende! 
us acceptable in the sight of Got 


he saw Christ’s future incarnation, 
and was glad. This was the only 
name which even then was given 
under heaven, whereby any could 
be saved. In this name he trusted, 
and was saved. When it is said 
that his faith was imputed for right- 
eousness, we, no doubt, ought to 
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Both schemes, however, go on the || great God our Saviour, which is re- 
principle of justification by our own || ceived by faith alone. The first 

ersonal obedience; only the scheme || passage to which I shall refer, is 
of faith is much less perfect than |} Rom. 1. 17: “For therein is the 
that of law, since it takes up satis- || righteousness of God revealed from 
fied with a far less degree of obe- jj faith to faith.” ‘This supposes that 
dience. If this has been the object || the great righteousness which the 
of the incarnation of the Redeemer, || gospel reveals, is not faith, but is 
| do not see how he could with truth || revealed to faith. The next passage 
declare that he did not come to de- |] to which I would refer, is Rom. 3. 
stroy the law. If he has revealed |} 22—31. I shall onl y write down 
tous arighteousness which we in our || some parts of this important pas- 
own persons can perform, which is |} sage: “ Even the righteousness of 
farless than the righteousness which || God, which is by faith of Jesus 
law demands, and which holds the !! Christ unto all, and upon all them 
same place in the matter of our jus- |} that believe—Whom God hath set 
tification ; has he not set aside the || forth to be a propitiation, through 
old law, by inventing a new one? || faith in his blood.—To declare at 

But here it will be asked, whether |} this time his righteousness, that he 
Imean to say that faith is not the |; might be just, and the justifier of 
exercise or act of the believer ; or || him which believeth in Jesus.—See- 
whether I intend to say, that the || ing it is one God who shall justify 
believer is not justified by his faith ? || the circumcision by faith, and the 
Faith undoubtedly exists in the be- || uncircumcision through faith.”— 
liever’s own heart, and is a holy j In the 4th chapter, where the apos- 
exercise ; and by means of it he is |} tle speaks of the believer as not 
justified. But faith is not that righ- |] working, but believing, he would 
teousness which is put in contrast |} draw no contrast, if the believer, in 
with the righteousness of the law ; || the act of believing, did not lay hold 
it is merely the hand which takes || of, and depend on a different right- 
hold of that righteousness. The |; eousness from his own. In the be- 
mode of expression which the in- || ginning of the 5th chapter, the apos- 
spired writers most commonly make || tle speaks of believers as being jus- 
use of when speaking on this sub- || tified by faith, through our Lord 
ject, is such as to make the matter || Jesus Christ, by whom we have ac- 
very clear. I have noticed but twe || cess by faith into the grace of the 
places where we find the expres- || gospel. In Rom. 9. 30—32, the 
sion, “ the righteousness of faith ;” || apostle tells us, « That the Gentiles 
but we find a much greater number which followed not after rightecus- 
where it is so expressed as to make || ness, have attained to righteousness, 
itclear that ‘‘the righteousness of || even the righteousness which is of 
faith? intends that righteousness || faith. But Israel, which followed 
which is received by faith ; a right- || after the law of righteousness, hath 
eousness which is as distinct from || not attained to the law of righteous- 
faith, as any gift isdistinct from the || ness. Wherefore? Because they 
hand which is reached out to receive |} sought it not by faith, but as it were 
it. Itis the nature of faith to go |} by the works of the law.” Here the 
out of itself, and renounce its own || justifying righteousness is said to be 
inerits. of faith, and by faith. See chap. 10. 

I shall now refer to a few pas- | 4: “For Christ is the end of the 
sages, which are calculated to show, |} law for righteousness, to every one 
that by the righteousness of faith, is |} that believeth.” Christ is here put 
tended the righteousness of the |} in the room of a law righteousness, 
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as answering all the ends of it ; and 
every one that believeth, has an in- 
terest in this gospel rigiteousness. 
I shall pass over other scriptures 
which might be introduced, and just 
fix the attention of the reader one 
moment on Philippians S. 6, 9 :— 
“Yea, doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss, for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord; for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that £ may win 
Christ, and be found in him, not ha- 
ving mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righ- 
teousness which is of God by faith.” 
The apostle does not appear, in this 
passage, to draw a contrast between 
the righteousness of the law, and 
faith, considered as his personal act; 
for that too was his own righteous- 
ness. But in contradistinction 
from his own righteousness, which 
was of the law, he speaks of the 
righteousness which is of God by 
faith ; and also speaks of Christ as 
the object of that faith. Does he 
not manifestly call this new and 
living way of access to God, by the 
name of righteousness ; and does he 
not honor it with the name of God’s 
righteousness, to show that it was 
contrived and wrought out by God 
our Saviour ; and does he not plain- 
ly teach usin what way this right- 
eousness can be imputed to us, and 
placed to our account as the ground 
of our justification, namely, by faith? 

Before I close this essay, which 
is already protracted beyond my 
first calculation, I must drop a 
word on the subject of Christ’s ta- 
king our law place. Yhe Inquirer 
seems to have difficulty with the 
sentiment which is cxpressed in 
these words? * We had broken the 
law, and were condemned by it ; 
but Christ has taken our law place, 
yielded perfect obedience in our 
stead, and has suffered the penalty 
due to our transgressions.” I think 
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|| there must have bedn a sense jy 
which he took our law place, else 
the apostle would not have said 
“ Christ hath redeemed us from the 
}curse of the law, being made 
curse fur us.”’ Does not the apos- 
| tle here evidently represent the re- 
/deemed as being freed from the 
| curse or penalty of the law, by 
means of Christ’s bearing it for 
them? He receives their stripes, 
and makes them his own, and by 
his stripes they are healed. The 
texts to which we have referred, 
seem to justify the phrase, law 
place, in application to Christ’s 


{ 


| 





Adam. 

When we speak of Christ as ta- 
king our law place, we do not in- 
tend to intimate that he was not 
himself bound to yield a perfect 
vbedience to the law; neither do 
we intend to intimate, that his per- 
fect obedience has freed us in the 
least degree from our obligation to 
render a perfect personal obedience 
to the law; nor that his sufferings 


of eternal punishment. If Adam 
had been perfect during his term 
of probation under the first cove- 
nant, it would not have precluded 
the necessity of perfection in his 
posterity ; but his perfection would 
have insured theirs. He owed a 
perfect obedience to the law for 
himself; and yet there was a sense 
in which he stood in the law place 
of’ all his posterity. His keeping 
the law, secured to them eternal 
holiness and blessedness. Adam 
was an agent distinct from every 
one of his posterity; and they are 
agents equally distinct from him ; 
and yet it is manifest, that as a sub: 
ject of Divine government, he stood 
or fel! for them. 

The work of the Redeemer can 
be comprised in what he did to put 
honor on the law of God. The law 
would have been honored, had we 
perfectly obeyed it; and as we had 
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not obeyed it, the next way for it 
to be honored, was by our suffering 
the penalty which it threatened.— 
Here the Son of God interposed, to 
restore that which he tuok not away, 
namely, honor to the broken law. 
He honored the precept of the law, 
py yielding the most universal and 
cheerful obedience to it; and he 
honored the penalty, by voluntarily 
submitting to be made a curse for 
ys. Why may not this with pro- 
priety be called his taking our law 
place ; since it was intended that 
we should have the benefit of it ? 
The honor which our Redeemer put 
on the penalty of the law by his 
sufferings, lays the only foundation 


for its being removed from us; and 


the honor which he put on the pre- 
cept by his perfect obedience to it, 
may be the reason why the renova- 
ted character of believers, and the 
endless blessedness connected with 
it, are secured to thein ; just as the 
perfect obedience of the first father 
of mankind would have secured the 
blessings of the covenant of works 
to all his unborn race. 

If I have not already trespassed 
on the patience of my reader, I will 
ber his indulgence to a few conclu- 
ding remarks. 

1. The subject of the atonement 
is very fundamental to the gospel. 
It is said that there is no other name 
given under heaven among men, by 
which we must be saved. This is 
the foundation of our hope, and 
other foundation can no man lay. 
So fundamental is this doctrine, 
that Paul said to the Corinthians, 
“I determined not to know any 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.”’ 

2. Wrong views of the atonement 
must be peculiarly dangerous, be- 
cause the atonement is the basis of 
the whole system of grace. Jt was 
to counteract wrong views of the 
atonement, and of the consequent 
doctrine of justification, which led 
the apostle to write his epistle to the 
8) 
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churches of Galatia. And none, I 
am sure, can read this epistle with- 
out being sensibly impressed with 
this thought, that the heresy which 
was spreading in the churches of 
Galatia, was, in the view of Saint 
Paul, one of the most dangerous 
kind. 

§. Et is a remark, which will un- 
doubtedly be found true, that the 
doctrine of an atonement for sin, is 
perverted, when it is so construed 
as to confouad characters which are 
entirely different. If the doctrine 
of atonement be so interpreted as 
to make Christ an actual sinner, 
and an ill-deserving character; or 
so as to make sinners cease to be 
ill deserving, this is a dreadful per- 
version of the doctrine; for this 
would frustrate the great design of 
the coming of Christ to die for sin- 
ners, which was to display in hi 
own person the brightness of the di- 
vine glory,which consists in lioliness, 
and the unspeakable vileness and 
ill-desert of an apostate world.— 
When it is said that Christ was 
made sin for us, it is prefaced with 
this declaration, that he knew no 
sin. It was infinitely impossible 
that the Holy One of God should 
so take the place of sinners, as to 
be any less worthy of the love and 
regard of his Father; or that this 
should of itself make sinners any 
less worthy of punishment. It is 
not difficult to understand how an 
innocent person may consent to re- 
ceive such treatment as is merited 
by one that is guilty; and that ic 
should be with a view to the benefit 
of the guilty: but how the innocent 
person shoulddeserve this treatment, 
is altogether unintelligible. It is 
also easy for us to conceive, that a 
sinner can be changed into a saint ; 
but how sin can be changed into 
holiness, is utterly unaccountable. 
We can see how an ill-deserving 
creature can be treated well, on 
account of the atonement and ad- 
vocacy of Jesus Christ the right- 
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eous; but how a creature who is 
wholly ill-deserving, should deserve 
or merit such treatment, is inexpli- 
cable. It would be in direct oppo- 
sition to being saved by grace. 

4, There is danger, through zeal 
to avoid the mistake which is dis- 
covered to exist in the system of a 
proper transfer or interchange of 
character between the Redeemer 
and the redeemed, that too little 
will be made of the benefit which 
the redeemed derive from what the 
Redeemer has done in their behalf. 
After it is understood, that he did 
not so take the place of sinners as 
to become himself sinful and ill- 
deserving, there is very little dan- 
ger of making too much of his sub- 
stitution for us. “ He gave himself 
for our sins.”’ For us he was born, 
and for us he was made under the 
law. He died for us, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us 
unto God. He arose for our justi- 
fication ; and to make intercession 
for us, he ascended to the right hand 
of the Father. To carry into full 
effect the purchased redemption, he 
has received all power in heaven 
and earth, so that he is Head over 
all things unto the church. He is 
made of God unto us,. Wisdom, 
Righteousness, Sanctification, and 
Redemption. It is through Him 
that we have a new state of preba- 
tion, and means of grace. It is 
through Him that the Spirit is shed 


down to renew our hearts, and bring | 


us to repentance. It is for Christ’s 
sake that we are forgiven when we 
repent. Our most spiritual sacri 
fices are acceptable to God only 
through him. It is in him that we 
are preserved from apostacy ; there- 
fore he is called our life. It is 
through the Captain of our salva- 
tion, that we shall be made con- 
querors. It is he who will present 
us faultless and blameless before 
the throne of glory. And itis, no 
doubt, by virtue of our union to 
Him, as the Lord our righteousness 
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and strength, that we shall reign jp 
life eternal. ‘This is eminently that 
name of the Lord which is a stron 
tower, into which the righteous run, 
and are safe. 

5. Emblematical or figurative re. 
presentations of the benefit which 
we receive by the mediation of 
Christ, are not to be discarded be- 
cause the emblem will not suit the 
case in every particular. The 
scripture warrants us to call Christ 
our Physician, though that repre- 
sents sin asa disease; and bodily 
disease is a thing which nobody 
loves. In the Lord’s prayer, we 
are taught to pray, Forgive us our 
debts. ‘There is a resemblance be- 
tween debts contracted, and sins 
committed ; also between a surety 
for debts, and a Saviour from sins, 
There is, no doubt, an important 
difference between the two cases, 
And by not noticing that difference, 
very unwarrantable conclusions 
have been drawn. But still it would 
be wrong wholly to object to this 
way of illustrating the matter, see- 
ing it is one of the ways which God 
himself has taken to do it. To il- 
lustrate the benefit which believers 
derive from the Saviour, he is re- 
presented to be their Redeemer who 
bought them ; their Husband, who 
has espoused them urto himself; 
their Head, who has united them 
to himself, as his body; their 
Advocate, who pleads their cause 
for them; their Foundation, on 
which they are built ; the r Shep- 
herd, who gave his life in defending 
his flock, and who now feeds them 
in green pastures. These, and other 
emblematic illustrations of that ful- 
ness which is in Christ, (and none 
of the illustrations are perfect,) will 
serve, when all combined together, 
to exalt the believer’s views of li 
Saviour. Let Christians still aval 
themselves of the help afforded by 
these figurative representations 0 
the excellency of their Redeemer 
and of their ‘absolute need of, an! 











a rr Ss ~~ es h6rKCr/!DlCU rl|.UCrrCF llr OF 


nin 
that 
ong 
run, 


Te» 
hich 
1 of 
be- 
the 
The 
rst 
pre- 
ody 
we 
our 
: be- 
sins 
rety 
gins, 
‘tant 
ASCS, 
nce, 
sions 
ould 
this 
see- 
God 
‘o il 
vers 
; Te 
who 
who 
self; 
them 
their 
ase 

on 
shep- 
ding 
them 
other 
t ful- 
none 
) will 
ther, 
yf his 
avail 
dd by 
ns of 
emer, 
ant 


Questions for Theological Students. 


dependence on him. But let them |! 
be cautioned against overstraining | 
any of these figures, so as to tarnish 
the character of Him who knew no 
sin; or so as, in the least degree, to 
remove ill-desert from the character 
of an apostate world. Revealed 
truth will all of it tend to exalt the 

Saviour, and make the whole world | 

appear guilty before God. 

ts SILVANUS. 

-+9@@@«:-- 

Questions for Theological Students, 
with some hints towards an an- }; 
swer. 

(Continued from page 90.) 

36. Can men be saved without 
the knowledge of the Bible? Ifthe; ' 
can, why does not this make the | 
Bible unnecessary ? If they cannot, 
why is not this dooming to perdition 
all persons dying in infancy, and all 
the heathen, however virtuous ? 

A. I think it is clear that none | 
can be saved without complying 
with the conditions of salvation— 
What are the conditions of salva- 
tion? Repentance for sin is a con- 
dition. Luke 13. 3: “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” | 
Faith in Christ is a condition.— 
Mark 16. 16: “He that believeth, | 
shall be saved : but he that believeth | 
not, shall be damned.”’ Acts 4. 12:, 
“Neither is there salvation in any 
other.” I think the scriptures are 
explicit, that without a compliance 
with thesé conditions, there is no 
salvation. But no man can comply j| 
with these conditions, without a 
knowledge of them. The question, 
then, resolves itself into this : Can 
a knowledge of the way of salvation 
be obtained without the Bible? In 
answer to this question, I would ob- 
serve, that it is certainly possible 
for God to communicate such know- 
ledge by immediate revelation. He 
certainly can, if he sees fit, commu- 
nicate that knowledge by immediate 
revelation now, as well as he could 
to the patriarchs and prophets of old. 
Men can be saved, then, by the 
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knowledge of the truths contained 
in the Bible, whether that knowledge 


, is communicated by reading the bible 


itself, by the preaching of the word, 
or by unmediate revelation fromGod. 
But, if the knowledge of the truths 
contained in the bible can be com- 
municated by immediate revelation 
from God, why is not the bible un- 
necessary ? To this I answer, though 
God can communicate that know- 
ledge by immediate revelation, it 
certainly is not his ordinary method. 
He has caused the bible to be writ- 
ten, and appointed the preaching of 
the word, as the ordinary means of 
salvation. He would not have done 
this, if he had been disposed to com- 
municate the knowledge of these 
things, ordinarily, in any dther way. 
I think, then, we have no reason to 
suppose that God will communicate 
the knowledge of these things by 
immediate revelation, where that 
knowledge can be obtained by the 
ordinary means. That some per- 
sons dying in infancy are saved, I 
think there is reason to believe.- If 
so, we must conclude that God com- 
municates to them the necessary 
knowledge by immediate revelation, 
since they are not capable of re- 
ceiving that knowledge by the or- 
dinary means of instruction. 

But the question may arise, whe- 
ther any of the heathen are saved, 
who have not the bible, nor the or- 
dinary means of coming to the 
knowledge of the Saviour. That 
none of them are, is what I should 
not be willing to affirm. Neither 
should I be willing to affirm the 
contrary. That the great mass of 
them are not, will be evident to any 
one who considers their moral cha- 
racter. ‘They afford no evidence, 
by their lives, of the temper and 
feelings of the children of God, but 
abundant evidence to the contrary. 
But what shall be said of Socrates, 
and Plato, and many other illustri- 
ous sages and philosophers, whom 
all the world have admired for their 
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wisdom and virtue? Were they 
not good men in the sight of God? 
And shall they be consigned to de- 
struction? ‘To this question I an- 
swer, that the account we have of 
their characters and lives, is proba- 
bly given by their admirers, and 
they may not have told us the 
whole. It is not the manner of men 
of the world, to tell all the faults of 
those they wish to extol. Wetmay 
not be allowed to know as much 
about them, as we should if the 

lived in our own age. But the little 
information we have respecting 
them, enables us to discover some 
things in their character and prac- 
tice utterly inconsistent with their 
being good men. This is true, at 
least, of Secrates, and Plato, and 
Solon, and other admired philoso. 
phers and sages of that age. They 
recommended to others, & practised 
themselves, at least some of those 
things mentioned by the apostle in 
the Ist chapier to theRomans,as cha- 
racteristics of the professed teachers 
of wisdom in the heathen world ; by 
which they made it manifest, that 
while they professed themselves to 
be wise, they beeame fools. That 
these things may not seem to be 
said without proof, | would observe, 
that not only Jj »rtullian and Na- 
zianzen, early Christian writers, 
have declared that Socrates was 
guiity of sodomy, but the same de- 
clavation is made also by Athenzeus 
and Lucian, heathen writers. And 
Xenozhon, a disciple and admirer 
of Socrates, has given us an account 
of a conversation which Socrates 
had im the presence of two of his 
diciples, with Theodota, a noted 
courtezapn, in which he gives her his 
instructions and advice, as to the 
most successful methods of prac- 
tising her arts, and ensnaring the 
unwary. Atheneeus has also char- 
ged Aristotle and Zeno with sodo- 
my; and Diogenes Laertius and 
Theodoret have charged Plato with 
the same crime. Theodoret affirms 


that Lycurgus, the Spartan law. 
giver, permitted that crime by q 
law ; and Chrysostom affirms the 
same of Solon, the Athenian lay. 
giver. Cicero charges with the 


and other men of the highest rank 
and character among the Romans, 
Socrates, and Plato, and others, 
speculated,indeed, concerning truth 
) and duty, much better than the hea. 


| same practice Cotta, and Catullus, 


then in general. They had many 
correct ideas concerning God, and 
gave many good moral precepts, 
But the remarks of Cicero concern- 
ing the philosophers, will no doubt 
apply to all of them, ina greater or 
less degree. He says, “Do you 
| think that these precepts of morality 
had any influence, except in a very 
few instances, upon the men who 
speculated, wrote, ‘and disputed 
concerning them? No. Who is 
there, of all the philosophers, whose 
mind, life, and manners, were con- 
formed to the dictates of right rea- 
son? Which of them ever made 
his philosophy the law and rule of 
his life, and not merely an occasion 
of displaying his own ingenuity? 
Which of them has conformed him- 
self to his own doctrines, or lived in 
obedience to his own precepts '— 
| On the contrary, many of them have 
been slaves to the vilest lusts, to 
pride, to avarice, and to other simi- 
ilar vices.”? The philosophers and 
sages, then, of Greece and Rome, 
must be given up, as utterly dest- 
tute of the genuine charaeteristics 
of good men in the sight of God. 
But it will be said, that the mis- 
sionaries among the heathen have 
given us an account of some, who 
| have much more appearance of be- 
ing really good men, before they 
heard of a Saviour; and _ whose 
minds seem to have been so pre: 
pared beforehand, that as soon 4: 
they heard the gospel preached, they 
joyfully embraced it. To this ! 
answer, that two or three instance 
have been related, of persons whos 
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minds had been apparently wrought || demn them, but not enough to save 


upon in a remarkable manner, and 
iq a measure prepared to receive 
the gospel. But whether any saving 
work was wrought upon their hearts 


before they actually heard the gos- |! 


pel, remains to be proved. lhave 
seen no evidence in any of these 
accounts, Which satisfies me that 
this was the fact. ‘These persons, 
indeed, hecame good men. But 
the®heard the gospel, and embraced 
it, Their case, therefore, will prove 
nothing respecting those who are 
differently circumstanced. I think, 
therefore, that the belief that even 
any of the heathen are saved with- 
out the light of the gospel, is an 
opinion without any thing to support 
it. [tis a mere conjecture. It may 
possibly be so in a few instances, 
but there is no proof of it. 

87. How can the heathen be just- 
ly punished, for not believing in a 
Saviour of whom they have never 
heard ? 

4. They will not be punished for 
not believing in a Saviour, unless 
they have heard of him. For if they 
have never heard of a Saviour, it is 
no fault of theirs that they have not 
embraced him. But they will be 
condemned for not loving and serv- 
ing God, according to the light they 
have enjoyed. The light of nature 
is suflicient to teach those who are 
rightly disposed, that God is good, 
and ought to be loved with all the 
heart. But they have not loved nor 
served him. They have loved and 
served themselves, and sinned a- 
gainst the light of nature. And for 
this they will be justly condemned, 
according to the declaration of the 
apostle, Rom. 1. 20: “ For the in- 
visible things of Him from the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead ; so that they are with- 
out excuse.” The light of nature 
‘eaches fallen men enough to con- 
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them. 


( To be continued. ) 
- > Oy eer 
For the Utiea Christian Repository. 
ON WRITING SERMONS. 

The proper end of sermons, is the 
sanctification of men through divine 
truth. ‘They must be adapted to 
this end. ‘The preacher is to make 
a clear and impressive exhibition of 
what the Holy Scriptures teach. 

Judgment is necessary in the 
choice of subjects, in the use of 
texts, in the method, in proofs from 
scripture, and in the style and ge- 
neral treatment of a discourse. 

Choice of subjects—The subjects 
of discourse should be useful and 
appropriate. ‘The judicious preach- 
er will not be always isisting on 
sectarian peculiarities, or on strong- 
ly controverted points. In select- 
ing topics, he will equally avoid a 
uniform triteness, and an affected 
novelty. ‘Instead of taking subjects 
indiscriminately, he will choose 
such as are adapted to the state of 
his people. He will usually observe 
some connection and order in his 
subjects ; and give them a relative 
share in his discourses, proportion- 
ed to the frequency and prominence 
with which they are exhibited in the 
Bible. 

Use of texts —Whether the text 
suggest the subject, or the subject 
the text, there should generally be 
a clear and natural conrection be- 
tween them. The reason is obvious. 
The text is intended to introduce 
the subject of discourse, and to show 
that it has a foundation in scripture. 

The preacher, if judicious, will 
beware of selecting a passage which 
contains no important sense. Take 
for an example, “ Thou shalt say, 
no ;”’ which one gravely announced 
as his text, from Judges 4. 20. The 
judicious preacher will not use a | 
detached passage in such a way as 
to pervert the meaning of the sacred 








110 On Sermonizing. 


Method.—A judicious preachy 
before writing, will fix on the lead. 


thanked that ye were the servants of 
ing topics of his discourse, and ap. 


writer. For instance: God be 
sin.” From this a preacher might 

assume, that a Christian’s: former |} range them in a natural and perspj. 
slavery te sin, is a subject of grati- || cuous order. In doing this, he will 
tude. But the passage in connec: || be governed, as to the number an 
tion with what follows, shows the || manner of his divisions, whol] by 
apostle’s theme of gratitude to have || the nature of his subject. His ser. 
been this: that whereas they had || mon will form a complete whole, 
been the servants of sin, they were} the parts of which will have a mu. 
now freed from its dominion. The|j tual dependence, and conduce ty 
judicious preacher wi!l be cautious || some important result. His subject 
m the use of metaphorical texts ; || will thus be easily apprehended and 
will seize on the prominent thoughis, || retained by his audience ; and the 
and leave it for fantastical visiona- || truth being exhibited clearly, and 
ries to trace out the thousand remote || in its proper connection, will be 
resemblances and possible allusions. || likely to produce effect. Who will 
Christ tells Andrew and Simon, to || not acknowledge the superiority of 
denote a change of their occupation, || such a discourse, over those desul- 
that he will make them “ Sishers of |i tory, undigested productions, the 
men.” <A preacher is not hence to jj result of ignorance, haste, or negli- 
task his invention to point out are: || gence, from hearing which person 
semblance between the sea and the || may be expected to go away x 
world, between fishes and men, be- | they came, uninstructed and unin- 
tween drawing a fish and converting | formed ?P 





asinner. “God is like a rock,” in Proofs from scripture.-—Here, 
stability, and in the protection || sound principles of interpretation 
which he affords ; but he is not|| are indispensable. One half of the 
therefore like a rock in every re-|| errors and contentions which dis- 
spect. ‘The judicious preacher will | tract the church, arise from some 
avoid an affected peculiarity in the || unauthorised mode of explaining 
choice of texts. Dr. Campbell 
mentions a declaimer, “ one of those 
that will rather take the most in- 
convenient road in the world, than 
keep the beaten path ;” who chose 
for bis text these words, “A bell 
and a pomegranate, and a bell and || cism. He has too sacred a regard 
a pomegranate.” (Ex. 59. 26.) The|/ for divine truth, and considers 
doctrine was, “ Faith and holiness |; moreover, that an adversary might 
in the Christian life do ever accom- || claim an equal privilege. By i 
any each other.’? Another, wish- || vestigation of a passage in its con- 
ing to discourse on the duty of hu- |} nection, by attention to the general 
mility, took for his text, Dwell ove and design of the writer, and 


scripture. Most of the observations 
made on the use of texts, are equal 
ly applicable under this head. The 
judicious preacher will be careful 
not touse scripture in a sense which 
will not bear the test of sober criti 


ee 








deep, O ye inhabitants of Hazor.” |i by comparing scripture with scrip- 
{Jer. 49. 30.) Such artifice is ma- |! ture, he will judge of the meaning 
nifestly intended to amuse or asto- || of the Holy Ghost; and this mean- 
nish the vulgar, and cause them to!| ing he will adduce, to show the 
admire the wit and deep penetration | truth of what he inculcates. He 
of the preacher. The end may be || will rest his argument principally 
attained, but who dare abide the |; on passages where the sacred writer 
consequences ? | treats professedly of the subject ! 
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hand. He,will place reliance on |; judicious preacher aims to commu- 
texts directly in point, rather than |} nicate clear, definite, useful ideas, 
on mere allusions ; on plain texts, || and those pertinent to the subject, 
rather than on the obscure. He will |] in a manner which can hardly fail 
yeware Of introducing irrelevant || to enlighten the understanding, a- 
assages ; knowing that they con- || waken the conscience, and impress 
iribute nothing to his purpose, and || the heart. In his style, though he 
ysually diminish or destroy the ef- may not reject that modest ornament 
fect of sound arguments. Very dif- |) which is agreeable to his genius, 
ferent is the practice of some preach- |i yet he mainly studies simplicity, 
ers) They introduce detached and || clearness, and strength. In apply- 
insulated scripture, without regard || ing the truth to his hearers, he so 
to the connection in whichit stands, || insulates individuals, that for the 
when the centext would sometimes {} time being, they forget all others, 
expose the fallacy of their whole !! even the speaker, and think only of 
argument. ‘The mere sound of a|| themselves. In short, the judicious 
passage, (no matter what the sense, ) preacher leads men into a clear, 
will secure it currency with them |/ consistent, & comprehensive know- 
for valid proof. One might suspect || ledge of divine truth, both with re- 
they thought any use of scripture || spect to theory and practice; and 
allowable, which would induce men || accompanied by the blessing of God, 
to embrace their own sentiments. || it becomes effectual to the conver- 
They wrest the scriptures, often, it |} sion and salvation of many souls. 
may be feared, to the destruction A. 
both of themselves and others.— 
Such a use of the Bible cannot be 
toostrongly reprobated. To call it 
unlawful, 1s nothing. If intentional, 
it is profaneness, it is impiety, 
heightened by all the sacredness 
a importance of the ministerial 
office. | 
Style, and general treatment of a 
discou:se—A preacher may use a 
style, refined, elevated, and highly 
agreeable to men of taste; but not 
popular, and fitted to impress ordi- 
nary minds. He may be pompous | 
and declamatory, may have a great ' 
parade of words, yet convey very 
little important instruction. While 
he thus attracts admiration to him- 
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For the Utica Christian Repository. 

Messrs. Eprrors.-—In the 2d 
number of your publication, you 
request an answer to the following 
question : 

Ought the church to include any 
more points of doctrine in those ar- 
ticles of faith on which members are 
received, than are necessary to be 
betieved, to constitute, in the. judg~ 
ment of charity, the character of a 
true Christian ? 

The following considerations are . 
suggested, as arguments in support 
of the negative of this question : 

Ist. The visible church of Christ 
is one body. 

The real body or church of Christ 
consists of all true believers, in 
every age of the world. St. Paul 
illustrates this with great clearness. 
i Cor. 12. 12, 13: “ As the body is 
one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body, so also 
is Christ. For, by ene Spirit 
we are all baptized into one bo- 
dy, whether we be Jews or Gen- 


anc a en 


panne ee 


self, he “starves his flock.” a 
may be so indefinite in the use of 
terms, as either to be misapprehend- 
ed, or but half understood ; and so 
general in his treatment of a sub- 
ject, as to make .no deep impression. 
Or he may verge to an extreme in 
subtile distinctions.and metaphysic- 
al accuracy, and make a use of the- 
ological technics ill suited to edify 
4 promiscuous assembly. But the 
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tiles, whether we be bond or free ; ,, articles of faith on whigh members 
and are all made to.drink into one || are received, eught not to contajy 
Spirit.’ Again: “As we have || any more points of doctrine than arp 
many members in one body, and all | necessary to be believed, to consti. 
members have not the same office, || tute, in the judgment of charity, the 
so we being many, are one body in || character of a true Christian. 
Christ, and every one members one Qdly. The design of the Christian 
of another.”?’ Rom. 12. 4, 5. church, and its ordinances, yj} 
By the baptism of the Spirit in (lead us to give a negative answer 
regeneration, all believers become l| to the question now before us. 
members of this bedy of Christ.— And what is the design of the 
They constitute the true, invisible jj Christian church? Is it not to dis. 
church. Christ is the head, and tinguish Christians from the world; 
they are all members. “ He is the |! to show who are visibly on the Lord’s 
head of the body, the ehurch.”’ Col. || side, and who are on the side of his 
1.18. They are all “members of || adversaries? What is the desi 
his body, of his flesh, and of his || of Christian ordinances, particularly 
bones.” Eph. 5. 30. the ordinance of the Lord’s supper? 
What then constitutes the visible .| [s it to be the badge of a particular 
church? * Visibility is the same || sect, a dividing line, a wall of par. 
with manifestation. or appea’ ance to || tition, to separate into parties the 
our view and apprehension. ‘There | samnianen of Uhrist’s body ? ‘Isit 
is visible and real truth, visible and || to make such a schism in the body, 
real honesty, visible and real money, !! as to lead Christians to have sepa- 
visible and real diamonds, &c. &c. || rate tables and communions; to 
Vis'ble and real, are words that || speak of our table and your table, 
stand related to one another, as the || of our communion and your con: 
words real and seeming, or true and |) munion, from which they conscien- 
apparent.”* What, then, can we, tiously exclude each other? The 
understand by the visible church or '| design of this ordinance is very 
body of Christ, but that which has |} manifest. It is a token of mutual 
the visibility or appearance of being || affection between Christ and his 
his real body? As, therefore, the || people ; a token of that endearing 
real body of Christ is one, consisting | union which exists among all Chris- 
of all true believers, his visible body, | tians ; a token of their being devo- 
or church, must be one, consisting | ted to the service of Christ ; a mean 
of all who have the visibility or ap- || of their communion with Christand 
pearance of being true believers.— | with each other, and of their receiv- 
As faith unites the believer to | ing from him all spiritual blessings 





—e— 








Christ, makes him a member of his |/ Surely, then, it must have been de- 
real body, and entitles him to all|| signed for all true believers. All 
the benefits of this union; so the |/ are equally qualified to partake of 
evidence of faith, or a credible pro- || it. Ought we not, then, to receive 
fession of it, is all that should be re- |) to this ordinance all who give evr 
quired to constitute him a member |} dence of sustaining this character, 
of Christ’s visible body, and entitle |; without any additional qualifice 
him to all its privileges. But if a|/ tion, and to give them a standin 
credible profession of true faith in |} in the visible church ? 
Christ, is all that should be required Sdly. Christ gives all believers # 
as the condition of being admitted || command to commemorate his deat 
into the visible church, then those || at the ordinance of the supper ; and 
consequently to become members 
| his visible church. The comma?! 














Edwards, Qual, Com. p. 13: 
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js in Luke 22. 19: “ This do in re- 
membrance of me.” By enjoining 
this a3 a duty on every believer, 
Christ has given him a right to this 
ordinance. Every person has, of 
course, a right to perform his duty. 
Believers have thus a right to this 
ordinance, wherever it may be ad- 
ministered. It is the table of their 
Lord, and he gives them the same 
right to it in one place as in another. 
Can any Christian church, then, 
have a right toexclude them? Has 
Christ ever given them a right to 
exclude his own people from the 
ordinance which he has provided 
for them, and which he requires 
them to partake of in remembrance 
ofhim? If not, ought they to re- 
quire any qualifications for commu- 
nion and church membership, be- 
sides satisfying evidence that the 
persons are true believers r 

4thly. We are expressly com- 
manded to receive all those whom 
Christ himself hath received. 

St. Paul gives this direction to 
the churches: “ Receive ye one an- 
other, as Christ also received us to 
the glory of God.”? Rom. 15. 7.— 
How did Christ receive us; on 
what conditions ; in what situation? 
He received us on the condition of 
our having received him, without 
any other qualification. He received 
us with very little knewledge of his 
character and his doctrines ; with 
many errors, probably, in sentiment; 
with much corruption of heart, and 
many imperfections of life. He re- 
ceived us the moment we became 
believers, as members ofhis spiritual 
body, and gave us a right to all the 
privileges and blessings of his peo- 
ple. Thus, we are directed to re- 
ceive one another. As we cannot 
know the hearts of others, we must 
receive them on the ground of cre- 
dible evidence that they are true 
believers, Whenever a person ex- 
hibits this evidence, the apostle di- 
tects us to “receive him as Christ 


hath received us to the glory of 


Pp 
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God.” Of the same import is the 
direction which he has given in 
Rom. 14. 1: “Him that is weak in 
the faith, receive ye; but not to 
doubtful disputations.” 

This is a general rule, by which 
the church is to be governed in re- 
ceiving persons into her communion. 
The importance of this rule in the 
view of the apostle, appears from 
the fact that the whole chapter is 
taken up in illustrating it. By one 
who “is weak in the faith,?? the a- 
postie designs to be understood, a 
believer, who has but little know- 
ledge of Christian doctrines ; as ap- 
pears from the subsequent verses. 
Such persons he commands us to 
receive, evidently on the ground of 
their being true believers, without 
perplexing them with doubtful dis- 
putations about those points which 
are not esseutia! to the Christian 
character. But, what is implied in 
receiving such persons? Doubtless 
we are to receive them as Christians; 
tereceive them into ourcharity and 
fellowship; to give them the rights 
and privileges of Christians; and, 
of course, to give them a standing in 
the visible church, and receive them 
to all its ordinances. Dr. Scott has 
the following note on this passage : 
“St. Paul, in all the plenitude of 
his apostolical authority, could en- 
dure his fellow Christians to differ 
from him in opinion, as to matters of 
inferior consequence ; and instead 
of peremptory injunctions, he gave 
a general rule, of vast importance 
in all such cases. He exhorted the 
pastors and members of the church 
at Rome, to receive among them as 
a brother the weak believer, and not 


to perplex him about such things as =. 


might appear doubtful to conscien- 
tious persons ; but to leave him un- 
der the general use of means and 
loving instructions, to grow stronger 
in faith and riper in judgment, by 
the inward teachings of the Holy 
Ghost. This general rule applies 


to many particulars in doctrine, 


worship and practice.” 


wt 


; ee ——— Pe enti dicen “i 
ea Psat Ser i Sey LS NS LORS reas ane rea 
ny ee we Rage co) Seer A Ps 


2 
£5 
iF 

é 
En 
ue 


y 
ys) 
st 
“i 

i Be 
¢°2 
& 


Op 
wwe) Sears 


eee cena es Certain 
Se eal os 
St il betel 


dP tD Bod Ee 
~ " 


iiraontintlllpelintiy i 


no 


Ce ean 


a 
ere eee wee ee nt or 
ere 


See ee 


aoe eer 


Fa gg Oe hg! 


evant mat 
IR, aL ye A 
Se a Ra eT ee ee ae ee 


lt le Ee we 


ee ee’ 
ere 


aad ee ey 


en i eee 


Te a peer See ee 


rs dl eo “ 


a AE NEE tir 










114 


signs, why believers who differ in 
sentiment and practice, should re- 
ceive each other, and treat each 
other with all Christian tenderness 
and affection, is, that God hath re- 
ceived them with all these imper- 
fections. “One believeth that he 
may eat all things ; another, who is 
weak, eateth herbs. Let not him $ 
that eateth despise him that eateth 
not; & let not him which eateth not, 
judge him that eateth ; for Gos ae 
received him.”? Rom. 14. 
What more could he need an say 
than this? If God hath received us, 
surely we ought to receive one ano- | 
ther to all the rights and privileges | 
of Christians. 

This duty is clearly implied in 
the following words of the Saviour. 
“He that receiveth a righteous man, 
in the name of a righteous man, 
shall reeeive a righteous man’s re- 
ward.”? Matth.10.41. To receive 
a righteous man, in the name or cha- 
racter of a righteous man, is doubt- 
less to receive him to all the privi- 
leges which such a man has a right 
to enjoy. Have we thena right to 

\ 
Hj 


exclude him from the church, “from 
the privilege of communing with 
Christ and his people, at the sacra- 
We ment of the Lord’s supper? The 
on direction is not that we receive him 
me in the name of a Presbyterian, an 
1 Episcopalian, a Baptist, or Metho- 
i dist; but in the name of a righteous i. 
man, doubtless on the gr ound that | 
he exhibits this character. W hen |} | 
any man, therefore, does exhibit this | 
character, we ought to receive him | 
to all the privileges which Christians | 
have a right to enjoy. 
Sthly. ‘It is contrary to the spirit |} | 
of Christianity, to require any thing 
TY: sore as qualifications for church 
ae membership, than is necessary to 
a | constitute the character of a Chris- 
| tian. 
ae All the external forms of our du- 
ty are but the natural expression of 
a Christian spirit, or a spirit of con- 
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The reason which the apostle as- || formity to God’s commands. 


This 


is arule of universal application, 
It applies to all the branches of oy; 
duty to God, to our neighbor, ang 


| to ourselves ; to all the relative du. 


af 


| 
| 





ties of life, and to all those which 
respect the institutions of the go. 
pel. Itis presumed that no excep. 
tion can be found to this rule. Now, 
God requires all Christians to «be 
kindly affectioned one to another, 
with brotherly love, a honor prefer. 
ring one another.” Rom. 12. 10— 
To “bear one another’s burdens,’ 
Gal. 6. 2. To “walk worthy of 
their vocation, with all lowlines 
and meekness, with long suffering, 
forbearing one another in n love; ; en- 
deavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in ‘the bond of peace.”” Eph, 
4.1, 2,3. This is notonly the spi- 
rit which he requires of them to- 
wards each other, but that which he 
produces in their hearts by his sanc- 
tifying operations. He brings them 
into a cordial union, as members of 
Christ’s spiritual body ; and makes 
them all to be of one heart and of 
one soul, so far as they are truly 
sanctified. He inclines their hearts 
to comp} y with this requirement, 
“ Receive ye one another, as Christ 
also hath received us to the glory of 
God.”’ 

And has he given such rules for 
admission into the church, as cannot 
be complied with, without severing 
these bonds ; ; without opposing ani 
| Gotng violence to the spirit which 
1e requires of us, and which he has 
produced in our hearts; without 
forcibly putting asunder those whom 
he has thus united ? There is some- 
thing in this so incongruous, $0 a 
verse to all ihe feelings of true pie: 
ty, so directly opposed to the spirit 
of the gospel, and so manifestly in- 
consistent with all the other laws ¢f 
Christ’s kingdom, as to afford a 


j strong pr esuinptive argument, that 
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separated, at the table of the Lord, || consequently to a standing in the 
from any of those to whom he is | visible church, solely on the ground 
united in the bonds of Christian af- || of his being a believer. Acts 16. 50 
fection. And this should lead him || —34. “ Many of the Corinthians, 
to search out the cause of the evil, || also, hearing, believed, and were 
and to apply the proper remedy. || baptized ;’’ and consequently added 
6thly. From the practice of the || to the visible church.”? Acts 17. 8. 
apostles, it appears that a credible The eunuch puts this question to 
rofession of faith or piety, is the |! Philip: “See, here is water ; what 
only qualification that is requisite |; doth hinder me to be baptized — 
for ehurch membership. \| And Philip said, if thou believest 
The three thousand that were |} with all thine heart, thou mayest.” 
added to the church on the day of |} Acts 8.36,37. No other qualifica- 
Pentecost, could not have had much || tion was required of him in order 
knowledge of the doctrines of Chris- |! to baptism, and consequently to a 
tianity. ‘They were taken from a |! standing in the Christian church. 
multitude, collected from sixteen |} This was manifestly the practice of 
different nations,in different parts of || the apostles. There is not an in- 
the world, assembled at Jerusalem | stance of their requiring, as condi- 
on this memorable occasion. They |; tions ‘of church membership, any 
were converted to Christianity by || thing beside evidence that the per- 
the preaching of Peter; gave cre- || sons were true believers. But, if 
of piety was all that was required as 
the condition of church membership, 
| 
} 











ers; and on this ground, manifestly, 
were received by the apostles as 
members of the Christian church. 
«And the Lord added tothe church 
daily such as should be saved.”— 
Acts 2. 41, 47. 

Peter, speaking of Cornelius and 
ithers in his house, on whom the 
HolyGhost had just been poured out, 
says, “Can any man forbid water, 
that these should not be baptized, 
who have received the Holy Ghost | 
as well as we ?”? Acts 10. 47. 

The reason here assigned why 
they should be baptized, is, that 
they had received the Holy Ghost, 
or had become true Christians.— 
But, doubtless, baptism, on a pro- 
fession of their faith, was an evi- 
dence of their standing in the visi- 
ble church. The fact that they had 
received the Holy Ghost, was sufli- 
cent of itself to give them this 
standing, and to entitle them to the 
privilege of Christian ordinances. 
They had the same right to these 
ordinances, that Peter and the other 
ipostleshad. None, therefore, could 
orbid their being baptized. The 
dilor was received to baptism, and 


dible evidence of being true believ- || no other qualifications were requi- 
red by the apostles, no others can 
be needed, and none ought to be 
required by any church in any age 
of the world. 
7thly. It appears from the history 
for many centuries after the age of 
the apostles. 

All who held to the doctrines that 
are essential to salvation, belonged 
to one church, and held communion 
with each other in all Christian or- 
dinances, until the schism produced 
by Novatian, A. D. 250. Milner 

says, “ The unity of the church was 

now broken for the first time.”’? Ch. 

Hist. Vol. I. P. S52. And that, be- 

fore the time of Novatian, no in- 

stance had happened of any separa- 
tions made from the church, but for 
the support of damnable heresies.” 
Id. P. 356. 

This separation was considered 
by the church to be so great a sin, 
tas to exclude Novatian and all his 

adherents from the blessings of sal- 


vation. Cyprian, speaking of No- 
vatian, says, “ Does he who sets him- 








of the church, that credible evidence | 
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self against the church, cherish a 
confidence of his being in the church? 
Whoever is disjomed from the 
church, is joined to an adulteress, 
is antoaied from the promises made 
to the church. Nor can that man 
attain to the rewards of Christ, who 
leaves the church of Christ. He is 
an alien; he is profane; he is an 
enemy.—Let no one remove from 
the church the church’s sons. Let 
them who are willing to perish, 

erish by themselves.” Dr. Mason’s 

lea for Sac. Com. P. 124, 125. 

- The sentiment thus expressed by 
Cyprian, accorded with the general 
views of the church. 

On the other hand, Novatian and 
his adherents considered the church 
from which they separated, to be so 
corrupt as to destroy their existence 
as a church of Christ, and to exclude 
them from the blessings of salva- 
tion. 

‘The Donatists, in the beginning 
of the sth century, separated also 
from the communion of the catholic 
church. ‘They were regarded by 
the church from which they separa- 
ted, in the same light as the Nova- 
tianists were ; and the church, also, 
was regarded by them as sustaining 
the same character. 

The apostie’s creed, so called, 
was current in the Christian world, 
without the phrase “ communion of 
saints,” till the beginning of the 4th 
century. It ran thus: “I believe 
in the holy catholic church, the for- 
giveness of sins,” &c. As the whole 
church was in one communion be- 
fore this schism, there was no need 
of such a clause in the creed which 
they adopted. The insertion of this 
clause at that time, proves clearly 
that they unanimously embraced 
the sentiment, that all true saints, 
all who are such in the judgment of 
charity, and who regarded each 
other as such, belonged to the same 
body, and were entitled and bound 
to held communion with eaeh other 
in all gospel ordinances. 


Exposition of Gen. $. 22. 


The sentiment appears to hay 
been adopted universally, and {| 
have been acted upon uniform! 
throughout the Chistian world, thy 
all who regard each other as Chris. 
tians, belong to one church, and 
have an equal right to all gospe 
ordinances; till the rise of the Ana. 
baptists in Germany, A. D. 1599 
Nothing, therefore, could have beep 
required as conditions of church 
membership before the 16th century, 
besides credible evidence that the 
persons were true believers. Unless 
the whole Christian church have 
been in an error in this respect, du- 
ring the lives of the apostles, and for 
1500 years afterwards, no other 
qualifications should be required 
for church membership, _ besides 
those which are essential to the true 
Christian character. C.C 

(To be continued. ) 
- > O@ @+«:- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
GenEsIs 3. 22. 

** And the Lord God said, Behold the man is 
become as one of us, to know good and 
evil.” 

It is the prerogative of God, who 
made all things for his own glory, 
to prescribe to man a rule of duty, 
And whenever man, disregarding or 
contemning the rule which God 
hath given, claims te himself the 
decision of what is right and wrong, 
geod and evil, he certainly forsakes 
his proper station, and assumes the 
province of Deity. 

These reflections, connected with 
a literal translation of the original, 
may aid in removing the obscurity 
which has attended the passage 
above recited. The Hebrew reads 
thus: “ And the Lord God said, Be- 
hold the man has been as one of us, as 
to knowing good and evil.” Ant 
the sense appears simply this: “ Be- 
hold the man, by his disobedience, 
renouncing his place as a dependant 
creature, has acted as God, setting 
hiraself up as the judge of good and 
evil,”? | 
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Every person conversant with the 
Hebrew, it is thought, will readily 
admit, on examination of the pas- 
sage, that this translation better ac- 
cords with the words and idiom of 
the original than does our common 
version. And, thus explained, the 
text conveys a brief but clear expo- 
sition of the nature of Adam’s sin, 


the righteous sentence which pro- 
nounces his exclusion from Paradise. 
In the conduct of Adam respecting 


and seems a natural intreduction to | 


the forbidden fruit, we discover the 


and the same guilty spirit of inde- 
pendence, which ever since have 
ruled in the hearts of his apostate 
children, urging them to sit as judges 
upon the rule of duty which God hath | 
given. X. 


same impatience of divine control, | 


—_— 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


EXTRACT Il. 


Isatan Lx. 6, 7. 
“Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep 
not silence, and give him no rest, till he 
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establish, afd till he make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth.”’ 


Israel, and the establishment of Je- 
rusalem in a state of glorious pro- 


In order that the restoration of | 


sperity, should be regarded by the 

nations of the earth as a subject of 

expectation and joy, it is necessary | 
that those nations themselves should | 
also be converted and adopted into 
the Abrahamic covenant, and be- 
come the faithful servants and loyal 
subjects of the King of Israel. For 
the unconverted, whether nations or 
individuals, never did, and never 
will rejoice, according to the true 
spirit of the text, in the glorious 
elevation of Jerusalem, or the real 
prosperity of the true church. 

But the proof of this desirable 
event, like the former, must rest 
wholly on the word and promise of 
God. From the history of fallen 
man, no certain conclusion favora- 
ble to such an event can be derived. 








To the law and to the testimony, |} open, might admit, not on 


herefore, let the appeal be made. 
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Into the Abrahamic covenant a 
clause was wrought, or with it es- 
sentially connected, clearly intima- 
ting it as a part of the purpose of 
God, to convert and bring the na- 
tions of the earth into a union and 
citizenship with the people of Is- 
rael, the primary heirs of the new 
covenant kingdom of God. 

When God instituted his gracious 
and everlasting covenant with A- 
bram, he said, “ Behold, my cove- 
nant is with thee, and thou shalt be 
a father of many nations. Neither 
shall thy name be called any more 
Abram, but thy name shall be 4- 
braham ; for, a father of many na- 
tions have I made thee.” 

By this solemn transaction, a co- 
venant family or kingdom was con- 
stituted, of which Abraham was ap- 
poimted visible head or father, and 
the real pattern of the qualifications 
requisite in order to attain to heir- 
ship and inheritance in this new 
kingdom of God. ‘These qualifica- 
tions are faith and obedience. Ail 
that possess these, are recognized 
as children of this family and heirs. 
of this kingdom ; who are known in 
scripture as the family or household 
of God, because constituted by him; 
the members of which are conse- 
quently styled “the children of 
God.”’ In like manner, and for the 
same reason, the kingdom establish- 
el upon the covenant is called the 
“kingdom of God,” and the “ king- 
dom of heaven ;”’ and’ the heirs of 


this kingdom, the “heirs of God, 


and joint heirs with Christ.” 

As Abraham stood visible cove- 
nantee in this solemn transaction, 
and his faith being appointed the 
grand characteristic, which should 

ive and insure a title to affiliation 
in this new family, and heirship in 


this new kingdom of God; he was. 


hereby constituted covenant father 

of all who should possess like pre- 
cious faith with himself. | 

The door of faith, ae thus set 

y the li- 
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eal descendants of Abraham as 
primary heirs, but those of other 
nations, if they possessed the requi- 
site qualification. 

That this was indeed the gracious 
purpose of God, and the real mean- 
ing of the covenant, that it should 
embrace other nations as fellew ci- 
tizens with the natural branches, is 
clearly intimated in God’s declara- 
tion to Abraham: “I have made 
thee a father of many nations.”— 
How far this covenant blessing 
should ultimately extend, is also in- 
timated by another promise: “ In 
thee shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed.”” Accordingly, 
when God confirmed this covenant 
to Isaac, his purpose respecting 
the Gentile nations was express- 
ly kept in view as an essential 
part of it. To Isaac, He said, «I 
will perform the oath which I sware 
unto Abraham thy father; and I 
will give unto thy srep all these 
countries. And in thy srep shail 
all the nations of the earth be bless- 
ed.”’ The same confirmation was 


also renewed to Jacob. To him it! 


was said, “Iam the Lord God of 
Abraham thy father, and the God of 
Isaac. The land whereon thou liest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy 
sEED.—-And thy seed shall be as the 
dust of the earth.-- And in thee, and 
in thy srxp, shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed.”’ 

Thus, by repeated declarations of 
Jehovah, the blessing of the cove- 
rant is expressly extended to the 
nations and families of the earth at 
large. As this gracious clause was 
inserted at its first establishment, 
so it is viewed throughout the scrip- 
tures as connected therewith in the 
execution of that covenant. Espe- 
cially it is so represented in the 
epistles of St. Paul, where the pro- 
mise respecting the conversion of 
the Gentiles, is that great and glo- 
rious Mystery which he was com- 
missioned te preach to them. It is 
that mystery of which he was made 
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a steward and minister, “ accordiy 
to the dispensation of God,” or ac. 
cording to the divine economy esta. 
blished in his covenant with Abra. 
ham. Of this mystery, Paul was 
made a minister, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect this promise tp 
Abraham, that he should be the fa. 
ther of many nations, and that in 
him all the families of the eart) 
should be blessed. 

This covenant promise is the basis 
of that gospel which was preached 
to Abraham, and which is to be 
preached to every creature. 

The mystery comprised in this 
promise, was, in a great measure, 
“hidden from ages and from gene. 
rations,” as Paul observes, till 
Christ, after his resurrection from 
the dead, opened the understanding 
of his disciples, that they might un- 
derstand the scriptures. But though 
he continued with them forty days, 
speaking of the things pertaining to 
the new kingdom of God, yet did 
they not clearly apprehend the full 
import and extent of the promise, 
until a miracle was wrought, in or- 
der to pour the full blaze of convic- 
tion upon minds long filled with 
darkness and prejudice. 

The gracious purpose began in 
; Some measure to take effect soon 

after the new covenant basis of the 
kingdom was explicitly made known 
to Abraham. Circumcision being 
then instituted as a particular sign 
or token of covenant relation, Abra- 
ham was required to affix this seal 
to all the males of his family, whe- 
ther born in his house, or bought 
with his money. In the Sinai cove- 
nant, also, which was superadded 
for a season, provision was mace for 
the adoption of Gentile converts. 
But this superadded or temporary 
institution, operating as a wall of 
partition between the house of Is- 
rael and other nations, but few Gen- 
tiles either sought or obtained ad- 
mission into the family of God, until 
that partition wall was removed. 
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This being done through the |; shall come unto thee—Thus saith 
plood of the cross, a door was thrown |} the Lord, I will extend peace unto 
open for the “ blessing of Abraham || her like a river, and the glory of the 
to come on the Gentiles through || Gentiles like a flowing stream.— 
Jesus Christ ;’’ from whom the |] And they shall bring thy sons in 
whole covenant family was hence- || their arms, and thy daughters shall 
fyrth to receive its distinguishing || be carried upon their shoulders.—— 
title. The sons also of them that afflicted 
Christ, the anointed Son of Da- || thee, shall come bending unto thee ; 
yid, and Seep of Abraham, having, |] and all they that despised thee, 
through the blood of the everlasting || shall bow themselves down at the 
covenant, sealed the grand charter || soles of thy feet. In those days, 
of the kingdom of God, and thus || ten men, out of all languages of the 
made all things ready for its execu- || nations, shall take hold of the skirt 
tion, has, for eighteen centuries, || of him that is a Jew, saying, we will 
been sending forth his servants into | go with you, for we have heard that 
thehighways and hedges of the Gen- |; God is with you. ‘The Gentiles 
tiles, to invite all, as many as they |' shall come unto thee from the ends 
should find, to accept the wedding | of the earth, and shall say, surely 
garment, and become partakers at! our fathers have inherited bios and 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. || vanity, and things wherein there is 
Many nations, and families, and in- |! no profit.” 
dividuals, have already accepted. |} ‘The same efficacious and exten- 
These, however, are but the first | sive effect of the covenant promise, 
fruits of a more plentiful harvest. | was also beheld by the prophetic 
For it is very evident, from the uni- |] eye of the New Testament saints. 
ted voice of prophets and apostles, || “ Now, if the fall of them be the 
as also from the stipulations of the || riches of the world, and the dimi- 
covenant, that the restoration of the || nishing of them the riches of the 
natural branches will be soon fol- |; Gentiles, how much more their ful- 
lowed by the bringing in of the ful- || ness? If the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, 
but life from the dead ?” 
| 


These, and numerous other pas- 


ness of the Gentiles. 

Upon the subject of this great and 
interesting event, the house of is- 
rael was repeatedly addressed by 
the holy prophets with all the fervor || sages of the infallible word, clearly 
of anticipated joy. Looking forward |} point to the conversion of all the 
with an eye of faith to the glorious |! surviving nations and families of the 
ellect of the covenant under the ex- earth, as an event connected with, 
ecutive hand of the Messiah, they j;or immediately subsequent to, the 
proclaimed with prophetic voice to || glorious establishment of Israel in 
the house of Israel, “ Arise, shine ; |} their own land. The full and com- 
for thy light is come, and the glory |! plete execution of the covenant with 
of the Lord is risen upon thee !— |; respect to the seed of Jacob, must, 
And Gentiles shall come to thy}/ it would seem, include a full and 
light, and kings to the brightness of || extensive fulfilment of the Gentile 
thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round || promise, which was wrought into 
about, and see! All they gather |! that covenant at its first institution. 
themselves together ; they come || But to remove every shade of doubt, 
to thee. Then shalt thou see, on a moment to the express de- 
and flow together. The abundance || claration of Jehovah to the anointed 
of the sea shall be converted unto || Son of David, to whom the complete 
thee; the forces of the Gentiles'! execution of the covenant is com- 
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mitted : “ And ‘now, saith the Lord, |] sweet hymn, Loving kindness," 
that formed me from the womb to be || &c. it seemed like the final separa. 
his servant, to bring Jacob again to || tion, when the ransomed of the Lor 
Him, and to restore the preserved |} shall lift up their heads and gin 
of israel, I will also give thee for || for their redemption draweth nigh, 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou |} But weeping and wailing filled the 
mayest be my salvation to the ends || hearts of those who had not submit. 
of the earth, Thou art my son; |} ted to Christ, and given themselye, 
and I will give thee the heathen for || up to his free salvation. 

thine inheritance, and the uttermost « These anxious meetings are pe- 


parts of the earth for thy posses- || culiarly solemn, and are only at. ui 
sion.” tended by anxious sinners & youn . 
These declarations of Jehovah, |} converts. At these meetings, an ‘ 
which exhibit a concise, though com- || instantaneous submission is much ” 
amic covenant, establish the fact, || directed, in the language of the Bi- e" 
that when He who is the “ Heir of || ble, to “repent and be converted” 
all things,” shall assume his almigh- || ‘They are warned against trusting to i 
ty power to execute the great char- |} their prayers, tears, or any other ; 


self-righteous means, and come to 
Jesus just as they are. Many have 
come to the anxious meetings in 
deep distress, who, before they left 
the place, have had their feet taken 
from the horrible pit and miry clay, 
& a new song put into their mouths, 
even praise to “ Him who hath loved 
them, and given himself for them.” 
One young female, last Saturday 


ter of his kingdom with respect to 
the tribes of Israel, He also will 
carry into full effect that part of the 
same charter which embraces all 
nations and families that shal! then 
dwell on the face of the earth. 
Then, and not till then, will the 
ations of the earth be duly prepa- 
red to rejoice with Israel, according 
to the true spirit of our text, m the 
glory and prosperity of Jerusalem. 
NEBO.. 


night week, attended, in a state of 
mind painfully oppressive. She was 
mapper seated beside a friend, who was re- 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. joicing ; and when the young con- 
Some particulars respecting the revival at 

Wilmington and Neweastle, Del. commu- 

nicated in a letter to the Editor of the Rel. 


Rem. 
March 45 1822. 

eeeeses ao] wil take ap , 
theme which has caused joy amongst 
the angels in heaven, and endeavor 
to tell you a little more of the bless- 
ed work now going on in our church. 
Our dear *****’s letter has given 
you the commencement and progress 


pisecnares exposition of the Abra- insisted on ; and inquiring souls are 
| 





verts arose to sing, she clung to her 
friend, and begged her not to leave 





her. She replied, she must, and . 


passed on. She said, at that mo- 
ment, it appeared as if the final Hi , 
judgment were come, when the 
righteous were separated from the 
wicked ;, & in an agony of mind, she 
abandoned all her former refuges; 
and as she was, as she thought, 
sinking to hell, she fell upon the 
Rock Christ Jesus, felt herself upon 
a sure foundation, and immediately 
rushing among the happy group, she MM), 
called upon them to “rejoice with ne 
her, for she had found her Saviour.” fH ;, 
Oh! could you see the joy of these & 
young converts, could you listen tf ;, 
their prayers, could yqu behold them fa 
‘ following Jesus in the way,’ cryil; 








of the work up te the last week ; 
since that time, no abatement, but 
rather an increased attention is 
manifested. At the anxious meet- 
ing held on Friday evening, num- 
bers appeared deeply convinced of 
their guilt and danger; and when 
those who had obtained a hope, a- 
rose to come out and sing that 
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«Hosannah ! blessed is he that co- 
meth !”? .your heart would leap with 
joy, and with holy David you would 
exclaim, “ Great is the work!” To 
behold their anxiety for their impe- 
nitent friends ; to hear sisters plead- 
‘ng with sisters, brothers with bro- 
thers, parents with children, chil- 
dren with parents, and friends with || 
friends, would cause the burning | 
blush of shame, (yea, has done it,) 
in the face of old professors, who 
have, for years, been ne ligent of 
the souls of those around them. 
“Icalled not long since to see a 
young person under deep concern, 
and found her without hope, and of 
course wretched. Soon after we 
entered, she threw her arms around | 
a careless friend sitting next her, 
and in the most importunate man- 





ner entreated her no longer to de- 
lay coming to a Saviour. “ Oh!” 
she exclaimed, “come! do come! | 
no longer delay ;. if my poor soul is 
lost, O, try and save yours. Q, 
come, come to Jesus!” They are 
both now rejoicing, and no doubt 
will love each other the more ten 
derly for this proef of faithful affec- 
tion. 

“One interesting feature in this 
revival, is its blessed effects on the 
minds of our Sabbath school scho- 
lars. Several who have left school 
for about a year, are the happy sub- 
jects of grace ; and their language in 
prayer is a heart-cheering evidence 
of the value of that blessed word, 
which our adorableJehovah hath said 
‘shall not return unto him void.’ 
Many ofthe children, both male and 
female, now attending in the school, 
are deeply serious, hold frequent | 
prayer meetings,attend every means | 
of grace with great diligence, as- | 
sembled in little groups to talk a- | 
bout the things which make for their 
peace, and give every reason to hope | 
that a gracious chafige has taken 
Place. Do any Sabbath school 


teachers want encouragement to | 
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come here, and behold these little 
children whom the blessed Jesus 
himself invites,and says moreover to 
all whe would forbid or hinder them, 
“ suffer them to come unto me, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.’ 

“ Another feature worthy of no- 
tice in this revival, is the great en- 
gagedness of God’s people. Like 
those mentioned in Scripture who 
“slumbered and slept,’ too many 
have been dozing, and their light 
faintly glimmering. he faithful 
cry of “ Watchman, what of the 
night ??? has roused them; and co- 
ming out from the ‘foolish ones who 
had no oil,’ they have arisen and 
trimmed their lamps, and gone forth 
to meet the Bridegroom, whose co- 
ming has been attended by a trium- 
phant train, who now shine glorious- 
ly even in this lower sanctuary. — 
Meetings for prayer have been very 
frequent; three times a day the 
children of God meetin spirit at the 
throne of grace. During the anx- 
lous meetings, professors hold pray- 
er meetings at each other’s houses, 
to beseech the Lord still to continue 
the out pouring of his Holy Spirit ; 
and such has been the earnestness 
manifested, that sometimes these 
have continued all night ; and they 
have wrestled with the Angel of the 
Covenant until break of day. Yes, 
like Jacob, they have wrestled, and 
like Israel, prevailed ; for the more 
prayer there has ascended, the more 
power has descended ; and in preo- 
portion to the engagedness of Chris- 
tians, has been the anxiety of sin- 
ners, bearing full demonstration to 
that sacred truth, ‘ Prove me now, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing that 
there shall not be room enough to 
receive it.’ I would not have you 
infer that there has been any thing 
contrary to what the most rigid pro- 
priety would sanction, in these 
meetings held at night. They have 
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houses, and the females in one 
house, and the males in another. 
Should any object to them as unne 

cessary, we have the example of our 
blessed Lord, who went apart in the 
desert, and continued all night in 
prayer.” And, oh! could Chris- 
tians but enjoy what has been en- 
joyed at these seasons, they could 
not give sleep to their eyes, nor 
slumber to their eyelids, when Zion 
was arising to shine, and the glory 
of our God was beaming brightness 
all around us. 

“The number of anxious souls 
appears to be upwards of fifty ; and 
fifty more are rejoicing in hope.— 
The work appears as powerful now 
as when it first commenced ; and 
last night our church was filled to 
overflowing. 

“In Newcastle, also, the work is 
continuing with increased power. 
At an anxious meeting held there 
last ‘Thursday evening, upwards of 
40 attended. » Christians there are 
much engaged, and their prayer 
meetings are awfully solemn. Four- 
teen young men have formed them- 
selves into an association for prayer, 
and great anxiety is manifested for 
their careless friends. In that place, 
the work at first appeared more ge- 
neral amongst the males ; but many 
females are now pressing into the 
kingdom, and seeking to touch the 
hem of the garment of that Jesus, 
who is now, by his Word and Spirit, 
“passing by.” I do not know ex- 
actiy how many profess to have 
found hope there, but have reason 
to believe the Lord will bring many 
into the liberty of his dear children, 
and the song of redeeming love be 
heard throughout that place. There, 
as well as with us, the grand ad- 
versary of souls, and the enemy of 
the church, is beginning to roar ; 
and no wonder, for his kingdom is 
falling like lightning, though its 
baleful scath only strikes the guilty 
heads of the children of the “ father 
of lies.” This enemy has no power 


Extract of a letter from Pensacola. 


to prevail ; for He who “ led capti. 
vity captive,” holds in chaing tly 
roaring lion ; and his frightful noises 
only serve to keep the lambs of “th 
flock closer to the Shepherd of Is. 
rael, whose rod and staff defend, 
the sheep of his pasture. 

«Q, that all our churches—jj 
our ministers—all professors of re. 
ligion, would unite in supplicating 

|for a general revival of religion: 
then would the heritage of Go 
bloom like the myrtle, and plants of 
righteousness spring up like the ce. 
Jdars of Lebanon. Will you not, my 
dear brother, meet us at our hour 
of consecrated union, when ow 
hearts send forth united supplica- 
tions for that Zion whose prosperity 
is dearer tous than life? At sun. 
rise, at twelve o’clock, and at sur- 
set, will you bend the knee and lif 
up your voice, and for Zion’s sake 
j plead that her dust and ruins may 
be precious, her walls rebuilt, and 
converts be seen crowding her gates, 
aneen her courts with joy ; whilst 
songs of everlasting praise swell the 
full chorus of that never-ending 
Hallelujah, which saints on earth 
and saints above are continually 
chanting P—* Blessing and _ honor, 
power and glory be unto Him thi 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 


Lamb for ever and ever.” 
Rel. Iniell, 


+++ @MO«-- 
From the Southern Intelligencer. 

| Extract of a letter from Dr. A. P. Merrill; 
the U.S. Army, to a Missionary in South 

| Carolina, 

Pensacola, Feb. 11, 1822. 

Dear Sir—Yonur letter requiring it 
formation with regard to the practicabi 
lity of introducing the Gospel into thi 
place, &c. has been received. It is with 
much pleasure that I have it in my po’ 
er to afford any information calculated 
to assist a cause of such importance # 
the introduction of the Christian Rel: 
| gion among any portion of my fello¥ 
|men. I shail proceed, therefore, to gi" 


' you such answers to your questions as! 


/am enabled to do from a knowledge ° 
facts. 
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ist. This climate is justly extolled 
for its salubrity, and affords as little dan- 
er to a northern constitution as any 
other in the same latitude. This place 
has always been exempt from pestilen- 
tial diseases, although it has for a long 
time been the resort of French and Spa- 
nish emigrants from all parts of the 
world. 

24. The number of inhabitants are 
estimated at 1600; viz. 1100 French 
and Spanish, and 500 American. 

3d. Of the number that would listen 
toa minister of our persuasion, it is cif- 
ficult to form any calculation without a 
trial, as the American emigrants are 
made up of every denomination. But 
fom the number that have collected 
together when any thing like religious 
exercises have taken place, (which has 
been simply the reading of a sermon,) I 
should judge that nearly all the Ameri- 
can population would attend the preach- 
ing of a man of any desomination, who 
has talents to interest his hearers, either 
by the matter or manner of his discourse. 

4th. His support would be doubtful ; 
some would subscribe liberally for a pe- 
pular man; 1000 dollars is as small a 
salary as any man. would probably ac- 
cept of, and I believe that not more than 
half this sum could be at first collected, 
but the amount might increase with the 
minister’s popularity. There is no pub- 
lic fund of any description in this city. 

5th. The obstacles to the introduction 
of the Gospel are, the opposition of the 
Catholics, whose influence, however, 
would nat extend beyond their own sect; 
and the uncertainty of the preacher’s 
support. 

6th. The Sahbath is spent by the 
Creoles in what they call innocent a- 
musements, Visiting, riding. hunting, &c. 


as is customary with the same elass of 


people in New-Orieans and the West 
Indies. Those who pay any attention 
toreligion, go through with the Catholic 
ceremonies in church. Among the A- 
mericans, every person has his own way; 
some, pretending to be moral, spead 
their time in reading, Se. ; others amuse 
themselves as on other days. But little 
business is done. 
7th. You are as capable of judging as 
myself, what kind of a man the-e people 
would like ; probably a strictly moral 
man, well educated, affable, polite, not 
averse to gaiety, and one that would 
hever tell them their faults, would please 
/them best. But in my opinion, a man 
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who would do most good, is one strictiy 
religious, without appearance of bigotry, 
of liberal principle with regard to sects, 
well educated, and an energetic and 
correct speaker; one who would make 
them see their faults without exciting 
their indignation, and preach the Gospel 
Without sectarian abuse. 

8th. The Spanish and French inha- 
bitants are, with few exceptions, of the 
lower order. ‘hey all speak French, 
and are addicted to many vices, which 
from habit have become common, and 
not discreditable tothem. Very few of 
them understand English. The Ameri- 
cans are made up of office-holders, pro - 
fessional men, merchants and mechanics 
from all parts of the union; together 
with a good number of army and navy 
officers, who are not included in the 
census. 

9th. All the Spanish and French, who 
have any religion, are Catholics. ‘They 
have a priest, who scarcely maintains a 
character of morality ; and manage their 
affairs very loosely, even for Catholics. 

10th. I have met with but two or three 
professors of religion, and those females. 
We have had no Protestant preacher ; 
but I am told a Methodist is expected 
from Georgia. As he is represented to 
be a very ordinary man in his profession, 
the probability is he will not succeed 
well. 

My opinion is, that it is advisable to 
commence preaching here immediately 
if possible, and that a very respectable 
audience would favor it. And I know 
this to be the opinion of many of the first 
men inthe place. If you areauthorised 
to extend your mission to this city, I 
would advise you to do so by all means; 
for I believe there is no place where you 
could render the cause of religion more 
service ; and it is not at all improbable 
that you might receive sufficieat induce- 
ment to remain. There woul: now be 
no competition of sects, and the season 
is favorable for health. 

Since I received your letter, I have 
been at considerable pains to obtain in- 
formation, and ascertain different opi- 
nions on the subject; and it is from 
these, and my personal observations, 
that my answers to your questions are 
made up. I should be happy to hear 
from you again on this subject, and shall 
always take great pleasure in answering 
your inquiries, and in rendering every 
assistance in my power to the cause ia 
which you are engaged. 
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Accept my assurances of esteem, and 
believe ine your friend. 


A. P. MERRILL, U.S. Army. 


Remarks by the Editor of the Intelligencer. 

Fiorida is now a part of owr own country 5 
on that account, she not ouly more particu- 
larly demands the attention of our govern- 
inent in giving security to the rights of per 
son and property, but she has a claim on the 
care of our religious socicties, in distributing 
among her inhabitants a Knowledge of the 
pure precepts of the Bible. It is an interest 
ing fact to the philosopher as well as the 
Christian, that yuu never find a spirit of ra- 
tional liberty, and a capacity for enjoying 
and preserving it, except where the Bible is 
known.--"* If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.’’ 

This truth is confirmed by the present si- 
tuation of South America. ‘They have been 
lighting for liberty, without knowing the 
meaning of the term. Although suceess has 
crowned their efforts they know not how to 
enjoy the prize. ihey have only made an 
exchange of masters ; while they were loos 
ing the hold of a foreign despot, a thousand 
domestic tyrants stood ready to seize the 
prey and enjoy the triumph. The correct- 
ness of these remarks is established by the 
tellewing extracts ofa letter from a respecta- 
bie gentleman, dated Valparaiso, 4th No- 
vember. 1821. 

** All that Chili has gained is an extended 
commerce, though exclnsively shackled with 
the most absurd and arbitrary regulations, 
and enormous dutics. In any other respect. 
Chili has gained nothing. As to liberty, they 
don’t know the meaning of the word; and as 
to laws, why the governor of every town and 
cvery petty village is as arbitrary as the Dey 
of Algiers; so that the character of the man 
determines the happiness or misery of th: 
people And what, it may be asked, is the 
goverument at St. Jago, but an usurpation, 
repeatedly confiseating the effects and trans. 
porting the persons of all who differ from 
them in opinion, though as good patriots as 
themselves This is al! literaily true and 
without exaggeration. and every American or 
Mnglishman who has been much in the coun- 
try will confirm it. 

* The only thing im favor of this country, 
is the climate and its productions. In every 
other respect it is the most deiestable country 
in the world. ‘lo be sure, some would say 
this was+very thing; butimfinitely more de- 
pends on society, laws and enstoms, arid the 
degree in wh.ch the people are enlightened. 
Here reigns the most profound iguorance, 
and superstition in its worst character ” 

Have not the Christian world a great and 
important duty to perform in relation to 
South America? Let England aud the Uni 
ted States, who understand and enjoy the 
biessings of liberty, bestow on their brethren 
in South America the lights of science ; teach 
them the prineiples of a free government ; 
inform them that virtue alone is the founda- 
‘ton of every tree institution; that pure mo- 
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rality is only to be found in the Bible; that, 
faithful praetice of its precepts only folloys 
trom a knowledge of the character of Gog, 
and the nature of the worship we owe him, 

History and obs+rvation teach us, that g 
people are unfit to govern themselves as lone 
as the Bible is withheld. and they are taught 
to look totheir priests for a knowledge of theiy 
duty and for the forgiveness of their sins. |, 
degrades the intellect and corrupts the hea 
to transfer the pewer of an infiyite God to, 
frail and feeble man! And on the other 
hand, it elevates and purifies the feel:ngs, and 
expands and enlightens the intellect — to have 
direct intercourse with that Being whose 
power knows no bounds, whose knowledge 
has no limits, and whose spirit pervades the 
universe, to enlighten, to guide, and to save 
all who acknowledge his sovereiguty aud 
trust in his merey ! 

Where did our ancestors obtain their 
knowledge of the rights of man, and the prin. 
ciples of a free government ? from the Bible, 
What do the inbabitants of Florida know of 
either’? Read the letter of this enlightened 
American officer, and behoid their ignorance, 
their superstition, and their depravity ! Are 
they any more fit to govern themselves than 
are the people of Chili? Shalt we long have 
within the cirele of our free and enlightened 
confederation. a body of inhabitants who are 
ignorant of the Bible. the true worship of 
God, and the rights of freemen ? Who are 
trusting to human rites for purification, and 

| to a mortal arm for salvation ? O, Christian, 
hearken to the call of Florida! Preacher of 
the Gospel, let your voice be heard within 
| the walls of Pensacola! Proclaim from her 
| house-iops the giad tidings of salvation, and 
the threatenings of the law; rend the veil df 
ignorance, unseal the Bible, and open to the 
astonished view of the people the plan of sal- 
vation m all its awful purity and simplicity ; 
ard when the inhabitants cease to be shack 
led by vain forms and ecremon:es, throw of 
hunmwn for spiritual worship, take the Bible 
for their daily guide, look to God aud uot 
maw for pardon and salvation, then, and not 
till then, will they possess that enlightened 
reason which will enable them to cumpre 
hend, and enjoy, and maintain those civil and 
political rights, which naturally ftow from & 
correct understanding of our relations with 


God and our tellow meu. 
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Missions of the American Board. 
‘From the last report of the Prudential Com’ 


* mittee. and subsequent notices in the Mis 
siouary Herald. | 
Cherokee Nation.--- Brainerd.----The v* 
rious operations at Brainerd have been cat 
ried forward, asthe health of the mission 
ries, and the resources at their disposal, gave 
the ability ‘he school has coninued. with 
as little variation, in regard to numbers, 4 
could reasonably be expected In the be 
| ginning of last month, (August,) there were 
87 Cherokee children, 57 boys and 50 girls 
actually in the school, More assistants 
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Selves. And whenever they have done this, 
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they have gone away perfeetly satisfied. One 
woman, who had come with strong prejudices 
against the school, was not enly satisfied to 
let her children remain. but anxiously sought 
the privilege of staying herself, and of being 
insiructed with the children. She declared 
herself willing to aid in the labors of the fa- 
mily, and wept when, informed that she could 
not be received 

Muyhew.--mr Kingsbury removed to this 
ylace in Nov. 1820. But the preparations 
for opening the school had been retarded by 
the pecuniary embarrassments of the Board. 
The former part of the last summer had been 
excessively wet, which had diminished their 
prospect ef a good crop of corn, and impe- 
ded their operations by sickness and other- 
wise. In August, the weather had become 
dry, and their prospects more favorable. 

Two new stations among the Choctaws 
were contemplated ; ene at the Sic Towns, 
aud one at the French Camps ; at both which 
places the people were very anxious to have 
schools established. At the latter piace, they 
offered to provide and clearland fora garden 
and corn-fjeld to put up the necessary build- 
ings, and to furnish food and domestic help 
, for the teacher’s family. 
| The Cherokees on the Arkansaw.---The 
, Station among them is named Dwight. The 
ordained missionaries are Messrs F inney and 
Washburn. ihey selected the spot for this 
station, and made some preparations in the 
summer of 1820. In the following autumn, 
they returned to Elliot, where they had left 
their families. Inthe spring of 1821, they 
went on with their families, and reached the 
station in May. About 20 acres of land were 
planted the last season, and some buildings 
erected; but their operations had been re- 
tarded by sickness and other embarrassments. 
All the members of the mission family had 
beeu siek with the ague and fever. The last 
letters from them were dated Nov. 3. The 
health of the family was then in a measure 
good. ihey had completed their school- 
house, and raised the body of a dining hall 
and kitchen. They had not yet opened their 
school ; but the Cherokees were so impatient 
for its commencement, that the missionaries 
had concluded not to postpone it much longer, 
thougi: their preparations had not been fully 
made 
Extracts from theJournals of the Missionaries, 

Brainerd,---Sept. 2, 1821. Received a let- 
ter from the chiefs of Wiil’s Valley. They 
have had a meeting of their people, and ail 
are anxious to have a school established in 
that neighborhood; and wish us, if possible, 
io send them a teacher, and particularly one 
who can instruct them in religion, The ma- 
jovity of these are the same persons who re- 
quested a school at Battle Creek more than 
two years ago. And what shall we say to 
them? Must we return an answer which 
will not only dash all their hopes, but give 
them reason to suspect that all eur professions 
were delusive? And how can we give them 
the least encouragement, when we have beeu 
obliged to suspend one school already, for 
want of means (yo contiaue it ? 


yarry on the business of education, in its va- 
rious branches, to the best advantage, were 
urgently needed. One of the female assist- 
ants, who was far from enjoy ing good health, 
jad as her charge, to iron for 120 persons, 
aad to mend the clothes of more than fifty 
povs; and another, who hada weakly child 
nurse, super intended the washing, besides 
acing the sehoot for the girls, Several of 
the boys Were uncommonly serious, aud there 
yas a general disposition to listen to religious 
instruction. 

T'aloney --- ur. Hall has had the sole 
charge of the school and domestic concerns of 
tls station, since his removal thither in May 
1320 During the winter months, the ave 
rage attendance of pupils was from 20 to 25. 
Although there had been no instances of 
hopeful conversion among the natives, there 
ha! been a great reformation, in some re- 
gyects, particularly in the manner of their 
cetebrating Christmas, <A religious meeting 
was attended and more than a hundred Che- 
rokees assembled, avd many blacks. At the 
preceding Christmas, (says mr, Hall,) “every 
man in th neighborhood was drunken, and 
many of them continued so, for nesrly a 
week. Now, ther was not one about our 
house who did not conduct with propriety, 
except a white man.’ 

Creek Path -.- Uhe school prospers, and a 
litie chureh has been formed. Among the 
most remarkable displays of divine grace, 
which the history of missions furnishes, is to 
be reekoncd the hopeful conversion of mr. 
John Brown, and so many members of his 
fauily. Five years ago, not an individual of 
this family knew any thing ofthe gospel. In 
the heart of a heathen country, most of them 
kuew nothing of the language In which alone 
itsecmed possible that they should hear the 
goopel; and the father was obstinately bent 
onremovi g several hundred miles into the 
wilderness, beyond the Mississippi. Yet, at 
this day, behold, bo:h parents, two sons, three 
daughters, and a sou’s wife, eight in the 
whole, apparently the children of God, and 
heirs of ‘mmaortality ! 

hoctaw Nation. ---Elliot.---About the last 
of June, mr. Byington gave the following 
account of the progress of education: * In 
ou schools we see many proofs of the guod- 
uess ofGed, The scholars are making good 
improvement in their studies. The number 
ot boys is 51, and of girls, 14; several chil- 
dren having been recently sent for by their 
parents. The children are decile, obedient, 
aud ready to perform any kind of tabor.--- 
They are active and very useful. Every 
morning, by sunrise, or a little after, you 
might see a company of boys going to the 
corn-ficld with their hoes, and another to the 
woods with their axes.”” Some attempts had 
been made, by dissolute whites in the nation, 
‘0 create dissatisfuetion among the natives, by 
“'reulating mischievous reports with respect 
‘othe treatment of the children, and the de- 
Sigus of the missionaries. The result has 

‘en, that several parents have come from a 
“stance to visit the school, and see for them- 
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17. Our feelings have been again tried, by 
the painful necessity of rejecting two fine 
promising boys of suitable age, because our 
school is full. 

24. It is perhaps generally believed, that 
Indians have naturally a greater thirst for ar- 
dent spirits than almost any other people. 
But, so far as our acquaintance extends, the 
well-informed Indians have as few intempe- 
rate men among them, in proportion to their 
numbers asthe white people. 

Oct. 14. Two Cherokees, a man and wo- 
man, were baptized. The man took the 
name of Samuel J Mills. He told us, that 
since he was here last August» he had called 
together his family mornings and evenings, 
and prayed wih them ; and had invited his 
friends and neighbors to meet at his house on 
the Sabbath when he prayed andtalked with 
them as far as he was able. 

15. Proceeded. in the usual manner, to ex- 
ami e the schools: Ali present seemed pleas- 
ed with the appearance and improvement of 
the scholars. 

Nor. 6. This day the school commenced, 
after a vacation of three weeks. We are 
pleased to find the children more punctual 
than ever before on a similar occasion. 

Eliiot.-. Aug. 19. Sabbath. We were un- 
able to attend our usual exercises for the 
worship of God this day. Many are quite 
sick ; and those few who are well, are nearly 
worn out with watching uight after night, 
and exerting themselves day atter day. No 
one, who has not been here, can know what 
it is to sustain the cares, labors, disappoint 
ments and sorrows, which, at this time, the 
Lord causes us to feel. 

Sept 2 Chree women were examined, as 
eandidates for adiuission into the church.--- 
‘I'wo of them are slaves, and the other is the 
wife of Capt Perry, a chief 

24. mr. Wood was enabled to open the 
school on this day. The scholars who live in 
our neighborhood have returned 

$0. Sabbath. mr. Wright preached, and 
administered the Lord’s supper. One of the 
women, above mentioned, was received into 
the church. mrs. Perry was prevented from 
being present by illness, and the other wo- 
map: being a slave, was forbidden by her 
rnistress 

Oct. 13. Our dear and long afflicted sister, 
A. V. Williams, was suddenly removed from 
this vale of tears, to a world, as we trust, 
where God will wipe away all tears from her 
eyes 

19. John Long, one of our scholars, having 
been sick several weeks, appears to be de- 
eliuing very fast. 

22. his morning, as day dawned, the spirit 
of this dear scholar took its departure Ife 
was 13 years and 7 months old. John was 
one of those scholars, who, last spring, became 
anxious for their salvation. He was very 
conscientious and regular in the discharge of 
the duty of secret prayer, reading the Bible, 
and observing the Sabbath. We trust he was 
a child of God, and an heir of glory. 

Noy, 21. Through the merey of a gracious 
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Providence, the health of our family is ig, 
proving 
29. Capt. Robert Cole came here to-dg 

bringing with him 12 children, whom he wink 
ed to be placed in our school. A part of then 
were the children whom he wished to reston 
toa place in our school last summer, but was 
defeated in his hopes by the father, The 
other children had never been at school be, 
fore; and we gladly received them all. [4 
half breed Choctaw, named m’Curtin, had 
five children at school, and sent a sixth. ‘I'he 
school was then tull, and the child returned 
home ‘lhe father was displeased, and took 
away the rest. Capt. Cole, who is their un. 
cle, endeavored to get them back; and wait. 
ed on mr. Kingsbury witha petition that they 
might be received again, signed by hi:nself and 
eight other chiefs. ‘Lhe missionares agreed to 


. receive them, but the father prevented their 


return at that time. ] 

Capt. Cole gave usa talk about the scho. 
lars. He wishes us to take them under ow 
care. He is anxious that they may receive, 
good education, and would have us keep them 
tell we can learn them no more. He said one 
day to Mr. Wood, that he wished his son to 
remain here till he had received a good edu- 
cation, and that he might stay ten years, if 
necessary As Capt-Cole is a man of a firm 
mind and excellent native sense, and as he has 
great influence with the Choctaws, we consi 
der ourselyes called upon to bless’ God for 
these favorable appearances, 

Dec. 9, Sabbath. We hope that the Lon 
is about to visit this vine planted here in the 
wilderness. Our laborers are solemn, and 
some of our children are making inquiries 
about the way of salvation. 

30 Sabbath. Our meetings in the sanctuary 
continue to be very solemn Our dear chil- 
dren also grow more interesting. 

Mayhew.-- July 14. Our way appears to 
be hedged up. Without immediate aid, we 
cannot fulfil our engagements, proceed in our 
work, or answer the expectations of the na 
tives. The mission is in debt, some part d 
which must soon be paid; and we know not 
whence the money is to come to pay it. On 
the other hand, the natives, perishing for 
lack of knowledge, are looking to us for help; 
are expecting a school in the fall; and our 
word is pledged to put it in operation at that 
time. 

20. mr. Jewell returned from the Six 
Towns. The people whom he there visited 
are desirous to have a sehool. He submitted 
to them the conditions on which he would 
consent to engage withihem. ‘These condi 
tions he expects will be acceded to, 

New Station at the French Camps.---mt 
Loring S. Williams left Elliot witb his family 
early in October, and commenced a schoo! 
on the 5th of November. At this place are 
several white settlers, who have Indian famr 
lies. Five ors'x of them associated together 
for the support of the school, appointed tru 
tees, and assisted in making arrangemenl 
Fiiteen persons met on the 12th November, 
and began to elear ground and prepare built: 
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Dec. 6th. mr. Williams removed into 


onthe 11th. He says. “the value of these 
huildings is something more than 300 dollars. 
They have not cost the Board more than 50, 
exclusive of my own labor Four persons 
have borne the principal part of the expense, 
There are now (Jan. 3, 1822) 15 scholars in 
the school, two of whom are supported at the 
expense of the Treasury; and one, a girl, 
about 14, works for her board, and attends 
school part ef the time. ‘They are geuerally 
very diligent in study, and they excel in in- 
dustry. ‘The larger boys seem to be very 
desirous to save the expense of their parents, 
by raising some corn and potatoes next sea- 
son With their own hands. mrs. Williams 
has taught the school hitherto; and my time 
has been ee occupied in hard labor, or on 
business abroad. 

Mission among the Chickasaws.-The Synod 
of South-Carolina and Georgia have establish- 
ed a mission in this natio:, at a station which 
jsnamed Monroe. Their missionary is the 
Rev. [.S. Stuart. He has had no assistant 
missionary with him, and has experienced 
much inconvenience from the want of funds. 
He expected to open a school about the first 
of March of the present year At the close 
of 1821, the house for the mission family was 
nearly completed, and timber drawn for the 
school house and other buildings. The na- 
tives were friendly to his designs, and anxious 
for the school to commence. 





The Jews,- -A letter from a Jewish mis- 
sionary in Poland, under date of Sept. 1821, 
to Rey, mr. Hawtrey, states, that “ since the 
last spring, fifteen Jews from Frankfort and 
adjacent places have embraced Christianity 
The writer says also, that wherever he goes, 
New Testaments and tracts are readily re- 
ceived, both in Hebrew and Jewish German, 
Many of the most respectable Jewish fami. 


lies invite him into their houses for conversae | 


tion about religion. In a village near his 
station, the Jews are in the habit of meeting 
every evening, when one of them reads pub- 
licly the Testament or atract, and all the 
others listen to it attentively. 

mr Von B , the court martial, living 
at D , Supports a Jewish missionary in 
Poland wholly at his own expense. Such 
instances of fiberality in promoting Chris- 
tunity among the Jews, are multiplying from 
year to year, and put the fact beyond ques- 
tion that the time of their redemption draweth 
near. 

In one portion of Germany, the Jews very 
eagerly read the publications of the London 
Society, and are encouraged to do so by their 
own Rabbi. 

In Marburg and its neighborhood, a strong 
stir is observed in the minds of the Jews. 

A Jewin W , Germany, has ordered 
one thousand copies of the Old Testament, 
with a German translation, to be printed. 
Another respectable Jew is endeavoring to 
persuade the Frankfort Jews to institute a 
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, three Jews have lately been 
, two others. 
Boston Recorder. 





Se— 
From the Missionary Herald. 
PALESTINE MISSION, 

Letter from Mr. Parsons to Mr. Cyrus 
Byington, dated Jerusalem, May 5, 
1821. 

My dear Brother—Just as I left Smyr- 
na, I wrote a hasty letter in reply to 
yours of August 18th, enough to express 
my gratitude for the favor, and my wish 
to stand among the few who are to re- 
ceive many of your letters. 

Afier a residence of abont three 
months in this sacred city, I can say, 
that in one respect it differs from any 
other place | ever visited. There is no 
such thing as being satiated by viewing 
objects every where presented to the 
eye. The sight of Smyrna, of Pergamos, 
of Patmos, awakened the tenderest sen- 
sibilities ; but the feelings were in a 
measure momentary. It is not so with 
Jerusalem. 

I now go to Mount Calvary,—walk in 
the Garden of Gethsemane,—stand upon 
the heights of Zion,—ascend the Mount 
of Olives,—drink of the waters of Siloam, 
with greater pleasure than I did on the 
first day of my arrival. Indeed, there are 
so many subjects presented to the mind, 
such as the deveut anthems of David; 
the dedicatory prayer of Solomon, when 
he kneeled, and spread out his hands to 
God, and consecrated a temple, which 
became the glory of the church, the 
wonder of the world; the exalted 
strains of Isaiah, when he saw the day 
of Christ and rejoiced ; the zeal, patriot- 
ism, and piety of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
when they reared the tabernacle cf Da- 
vid amid the opposition ofa world; and 
What is infinitely more, the benevolence, 
sufferings, death, resurrection, and as- 
cension of our divine Redeemer,—that 
the pleasure must be increased upon 
every examination. 

But what is rather remarkable, this 
view of the subject destroys all curiosity 
to see particular oljects, venerated by 
the ignorant multitude. You are hee 
shown the pillar to which our Saviour 
was bound to be seourged ; the arch 
upon which Pilate cried, ‘‘ Behold the 
man!’’ the very door at which Peter 
knocked, when the angel led him from 
the prison; and a thousand other places 
of great veneration. Now all this is 
folly, and calculated to disgust enlight- 
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ened travellers, and give strength to in- 
fidelity. ' 

But, that this city was for many ages 
the great capital of the church of the 
living God; that it has been honored by 
the presence of David, of the Prophets, 
of Gabriel], and of God himself in human 
flesh ; that the Gospel has been preach- 
ed here with power, and with wonderful 
success, and a multitude from this city 
conducted to the heaverly world,—is 
truth, upon which the mind may rest 
without the possibility of deception.— 
And this is enough to satisfy the most 
enlarged and benevolent minds. 

You speak of the trials of missionaries. 


Perhaps now you can speak of them by | 


experience. If so, you have found them, 
{ doubt not, much as we contemplated 
them when examining the question re- 
lative to missions. It is one Giing, how- 
ever, to make mention of the trials of a 
missionary, and quite another thing to 
experience them. We often said, we 
must languish under a burning sun; 
wander solitary and forsaken, without a 
smile to cheer, or a heart to feel for us ; 
be hated by many, flattered by a few, 
and leved by none; and have fife al- 
ways given over unto death. 

hese, it is true, are afflictions ; but 
not worthy to be mentioned in compa- 
rison with others which prey more dee p- 
fy on the heart. To be obliged to be 
silent when God is dishonored, and souls 
deceived and destroyed by the eraft of 
men; to be left in doubt what measure 
to pursue, what course to take, what 


counsel to give; to be counteracted in | 


every good design by a pewer which 
cannot be evaded, and to urge a spiritual 
religion upon those who have no ears to 
hear, no eyes to perceive, and yet who 
know that heaven is secure,—is an af- 
fiction that makes the heart bleed. 

I have never been more sensible of the 
dutv of praying for missionaries, than of 
late. In my solitary room, I often find 
comfort from this reflection, that I may 
do good to my brethren who are afar off, 
even if [can do no good to those who 
are near. It is a comfort to pray for 
missionaries by name, and thus employ 
a day in looking over the Christian 
world. 1 think [ can say, that my as- 
surance of tlie conversion of the world 
to Christ, was never so firm as at the 
present time ; and never, surely, were 
the obstacles and difficulties more af- 
fectingly magnified. 

LEVI PARSONS. 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 
DESPONDENT CHRISTIAN. 


There was a ray of pure delight, 
A trust of sins forgiven ; 

But, ah! it brightened but to blight 
My blooming hope of heaven. 


Once I could meet my God in prayer, 
And thought the season pleasant ; 

But now, alas! no comfort there, 
for now no Saviour’s present. 


Cheerless, indeed, is all my day ; 
My night is dark and dreary ; 

My fleeting joys fly swift away, 
And leave me faint and weary. 


O, when will Christ again arise, 
And rouse my languid graces ; 
When shall I e’er again revive, 
And walk in his embraces? 
MELVIN, 
> @BO«-- 


Utica Missionary Depository. 
Received for the A. B. C. F_ M_ from gare) 
18th, to April 10th, 1822. 
Verona, mrs. Aruba Bellows, 2 yards 
white flannel. . 
Utica. First Pres. Soc. mon. Con. Coll. $5 10 
Paris. Hanover Soc. mon. Con. Coll 
by Elias Page, 12 # 
Clinton Soc. mon. Con.Coll. by Dea. 
Butler, 17 
New-Hartford. 45 bush. of corn, from 
one acre of land belonging to J & 
S. Wells, cultivated by individuals. 
Norway. A bag of onions, by Galen 
Barstow. 
Amount in money, B54 16 
ABIJAH THOMAS, .2gent, 


Amount of donations in money acknowled: 
ged by the A, B. C.F. M, from Feb. 19th to 
March 18th, inclusive, 84294 40.--Miss. Her, 


From the annual catalogue of the Andover 
Theological Seminary, it appears that the 
number of students in the several classes, 3s 
as follows: Seniors, 31; Middle, 35 ; Juniors, 
61; total, 127; of which 112 belong in New 
England, and only 15 in other states. 


Ordained, at Hadley, Ms. Feb. 27th, Rev 
Honracr Smrra, as an Evangelist. 

Installed, at Torvingtord, Ct. Mareh 6th, 
Rev Eparuaas Goopman, as colleague pas 
tor with the Rev. S. J- Mills. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
N. H. is received, and will appear in ou! 
next: 


Erratum. In our second number, page 5% 
note, it was stated that the General Assembl} 
convene the 3d Tuesday in May ; it should be 
the 34 Thursday. ‘Uhe proposed concert ¢ 
prayer, therefore, is to be on the Wednesda) 
afternoon, or evening immediatel preceding 
the third Thursday m May, which this. ye 
will be the 16th of that month, 





